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From The Pastor’s Desk Weekly Readings & Activities 

Sunday, Dec. 11         Is 35:1-6a,10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
Monday, Dec. 12         Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Lk 1:39-47 
Tuesday, Dec. 13        Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Mt 21:28-32      
Wednesday, Dec. 14   Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday, Dec. 15       Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 
Friday, Dec. 16        Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36  
Saturday,  Dec. 17     Gn 49:2,8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday, Dec. 18        Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

Sunday, Dec. 11   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
    8:00 a.m.   Holy Mass—Zeb Baird 
     8:30 a.m.  Breakfast with St. Nicholas 
     9:00 a.m.  HSCC Library Open (until 11:30 a.m.) 
9:15/11:15 a.m.  Children’s Faith Formation      
9:15/11:15 a.m.  PreK 3 Mornings with Mom & Dad 
    9:15 a.m.   Adult Clusters 1 “Acts” 
    9:30 a.m.    Holy Mass—   Peregrino Baptista 
   11:15 a.m.    Adult Cluster 3 “Estudio Biblico” 
  11:30 a.m.   Holy Mass—Vincent Calleja 
    1:30 p.m.   Adult Confirmation Pre-Information Session 
     5:30 p.m.  Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit 
     6:30 p.m.  Youth Ministry 
Monday, Dec. 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
     8:30 a.m.         Holy Mass—Intentions of Clare Ordemann 
 7:00 p.m.  Our Lady of Guadalupe Spanish Mass & Dinner 
Tuesday, Dec. 13  St. Lucy 
    8:30 a.m.         Holy Mass—Irnea Romualdo       
    9:30 a.m.   Women’s Spirituality 
    1:00 p.m.   Women’s Spirituality   
     7:00 p.m.  K of C Committee Meeting  
Wednesday, Dec. 14 St. John of the Cross 
    8:30 a.m.         Holy Mass—Thomas Conway 
    9:30 a.m.   Legion of Mary 
    6:00 p.m.   Confessions 
   HSCC Library Open (until 7:00 p.m.) 
   Family Prayer Group   
     7:00 p.m.  Liturgy Commission Meeting  
   RCIA Catechetical Session  
Thursday, Dec. 15  
    8:30 a.m.         Holy Mass—Jim Flusche 
    9:00 a.m.  Sort and Pack Christmas Food Boxes   
    7:00 p.m.  K of C 4th Degree Meeting      
    7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice  
Friday, Dec. 16 
     8:30 a.m.  Holy Mass—  Intentions of Patrick Mancenido 
    9:00 a.m.   Holy Hour 
Saturday, Dec. 17  
     6:00 a.m.     Holy Mass—Intentions of Nel Mancenido 
   Simbang Gabi Mass and Breakfast  
     8:30 a.m.  Holy Mass—Intentions of Dr. Dennis Stone & Family 
   10:00 a.m.  Children & Youth Christmas Choir Practice       
    1:00 p.m.   Rehearsal for 5:30 p.m. Christmas Mass 
   Santa’s Christmas Workshop—Parent Afternoon Out
     3:30 p.m.  Confessions 
    5:30 p.m.  Holy Mass—Intentions of Al Alonzo 
Sunday, Dec. 18   FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
    8:00 a.m.   Holy Mass—Juana Jara 
     8:30 a.m.  Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship 
     9:00 a.m.  HSCC Library Open (until 11;30 a.m.) 
9:15/11:15 a.m.  Children’s Faith Formation      
    9:15 a.m.   Adult Clusters 1 “Acts”  
    9:30 a.m.    Holy Mass—   Bill & Eleanor McCaskill 
   11:15 a.m.    Adult Cluster 3 “Estudio Biblico” 
   11:30 a.m.  Holy Mass—Marion Weis 
     5:30 p.m.  Holy Mass—Daniel Umipie 
     6:30 p.m.  Youth Ministry 

“Blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” These  
words from today’s Gospel are not ones that most of  
us remember very well. They don’t seem to be equal to  
such beatitudes as, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” or “Blessed  
are the gentle and the peacemakers,” and those other  
often quoted beatitudes that we find in the 5th chapter of  
Matthew’s Gospel. This one is a seldom-quoted beatitude.  
But, it is still one that is essential for our Christian living. 
 
Why should we be in danger of offending Jesus? Perhaps the very 
season of Advent gives us a clue to the answer. Advent is a time 
of longing and waiting. We wait for the Second Coming  
of Christ. We wait for a time when all sorrow and pain will  
disappear. We look forward to a time of unending happiness and 
joy. But, what do people do when they wait? 
 
Some people get very impatient because they judge that they have 
been waiting too long. Then they decide that it’s foolish to wait  
any longer, and so give up hope. They offend Christ and the  
promise he left us. They offend his presence in their lives.  
They abandon their dreams and their hopes and fall into despair 
or, at least, into a state of not caring, and not wishing and  
working for a better future for themselves and others. 
 
They grow tired of working at their marriages and their  
friendships. It all seems like too much work. They give up on their 
parishes because things are not going along as smoothly as they 
would want. They drop out of volunteer work because the slow 
pace of progress grates on them. They don’t want to wait any  
longer. They ask why people won’t change and act the way  
they are supposed to. If we want to add up all our reasons  
for offending Jesus, we can probably come up with a long list.  
But, in the letter of James we are strongly reminded that,  
“Indeed we call blessed those who have persevered…”  
(James 5:11). 
 
Waiting, patience, endurance: where would we be without these 
virtues? We would turn into a people without any depth to our 
lives. We would become just an empty shell of a Christian. 
 
Are we not all called to greatness? Jesus even says today that the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the  
Baptist. It shouldn’t surprise us that greatness can be a direct  
result of being faithful to Jesus. Joy comes out of endurance.  
The happily married couple of fifty years didn’t get that way  
because they had an easy life. They grew into happiness through 
overcoming many, many, many obstacles. 
 
We have only to look at the aged man or woman who  
has remained faithful to their following of Christ to see what  
it means to come to joy through patient endurance. If you are lucky 
enough to know such a person, you will have in front of you  
one of the greatest signs of hope you could wish for. 
 
As we move through this season of Advent, we are asked to be 
people of faithfulness, of patience and endurance. Perhaps we 
could look more closely at our lives, and ask the Lord to help us 
especially in those areas where we are about to give up.  We have 
the assurance of Christ himself that he will see us through to  
the end. 
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Sacramental Preparation Youth Ministry 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in memory of  
Jim Flusche requested by Mary Flusche. 

Adult Confirmation Prep Classes begin in January. 
Confirmation Prep will include two primary objectives as it 
prepares the candidate for the sacrament: learning about 
your faith (just two classes a month until celebration of 
Confirmation at Pentecost (June 4) and living your faith! 
 
Mandatory Information/Introduction Session—Last 
Chance!  TODAY,  Sunday, Dec. 11, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
Please contact Lindee Greer, x43, with any questions. 

 
TOMORROW, Monday, Dec. 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mass: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish only) 
Mexican Dinner to follow Mass 
 
Saturday, Dec. 17—Simbang Gabi 
Mass: 6:00 a.m. 
Filipino breakfast to follow Mass 

 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24—Children’s Mass       
 (past year’s attendance:  860)  5:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24—Vigil Mass  
 (past year’s attendance: 567)  8:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25—Midnight Mass 
 (past year’s attendance: 686)            12:00 a.m. 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25  8:00, 9:30 
              & 11:30 a.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31—Vigil Mass    5:30 p.m. 
 
Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary, Sunday, Jan. 1                    
     HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION           8:00, 9:30   
                        & 11:30 a.m. 
 

The Nursery will be CLOSED Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, New Years Eve & New Year’s Day. It will reopen for 
the 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday Masses on Jan 8.   

If you missed the Reconciliation Parent & Student  
session last Sunday, Dec. 4, please contact  
Lisa Estrada, x12, ASAP.  All At Home Faith Activities 
are due! The last day for paperwork to be accepted is  
Monday, Jan. 2 in order to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Jan. 11. Also, if you have not turned in 
your child’s baptismal certificate copy, the deadline is  
Monday, Jan. 2. Without the required copy, your child 
will not be able to celebrate Reconciliation. Please contact 
Lisa with any questions or concerns. 
 
With the holidays upon us, there will be NO sacrament 
preparation meetings until Jan. 15. 
 
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism 
(ages 6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada, x12.  
Our next baptismal preparation class for parents and god-
parents will be Saturday, Jan. 14, 9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.  

Poinsettia & Holy Spirit Christmas Ornaments Now on 
Sale! Support our Youth Stand for Life trip  and purchase 
a poinsettia! They are just $12 and are from a local  
Waxahachie farm.  
 
We also have new ornaments this year! They are also just 
$12. This year’s ornament depicts Jesus with the children 
from Holy Spirit’s stained glass windows. All proceeds go 
towards our trip to the March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
coming up in January!  Both of these items are great gifts! 
 
Our March For Life Washington DC trip is FULL! How-
ever, there are still spots for the Dallas Catholic Youth  
Conference! All registrations are done online this year.  
This will be a great conference for 9th-12th graders  
including national speakers, great workshops, and uplifting 
praise and worship! For more information, email  
devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org.  

Finances 

 

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER: NOW PERMANENT LAW 
Each IRA owner >70 ½ years may make a transfer, up to 
$100,000 per year, to a qualified charity. IRA Charitable 
Rollovers are tax-free and not included in adjusted gross 
income. An IRA Charitable Rollover may fulfill part or all of 
your required minimum distribution (RMD). To learn how 
you and Holy Spirit can benefit, contact your financial  
advisor or Ann Picha, x44, in the Parish Office. 
 
Contributions - Dec. 3 & 4    
 Online, Mail & Collections   $28,595.11 
 Average Weekly Expenses ($24,785.00) 
 Surplus     $  3,810.11 
 
Balance in the Future Fund:   $35,286.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generous support! 

Call for Musicians: If you or 
someone you know plays a Brass, 
Woodwind or String instrument, 
come and join us in our Christmas 
Mass celebration. Please contact 
Felipe at (214)330-7923 for details!  
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Join us THIS Sunday for our annual Children’s 
Christmas event, Breakfast with St. Nicholas!    
Enjoy a delicious breakfast, courtesy of the Knights of 
Columbus, musical performance by the children’s 
Christmas choir (9:30 & 10:30 a.m.), and there might 
even be a visit from St. Nicholas himself! Admission to 
breakfast - PER PERSON - is a new child’s toy,  
which will be donated to Brighter Tomorrows,  
one of Dallas County’s largest women’s shelters.  
Representatives from Brighter Tomorrows will be on 
hand to help out. But, if you forget your toy, a  
monetary donation will be taken in lieu of. This event 
is open to the entire parish….not just Faith  
Formation. So, grab your grandchildren, nieces & 
nephews and join us for a wonderful Christmas event 
plus all proceeds go to an exceptional cause! 
 
PreK 3 “Mornings with Mom & Dad” is this  
Sunday, Dec. 11 in the Dining Room.  Mom & Dad, 
plan on joining your child for some one-on-one time 
and experience what they are learning in their Faith 
Formation class. To ensure minimal disruption to the 
catechists and other parents, our nursery is available 
for siblings. Mornings with Mom & Dad will resume in 
January! 
 

OUR EMOJI TOTE BAGS 
ARE HERE!! Parents, as a 
result of your votes, 5th Grade 
had the best liked emoji and 
now it’s available on an     
awesome tote bag for a $10.00 

donation. WHAT A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT!!  
They are available at the front desk to purchase.  
Donations will go to purchase Bibles for the 1st Grade 
classrooms, as well as Children’s Mass Books for our 
Teaching Masses. 
 
Check out our 1/2 Price Religious Articles Sale 
THIS Sunday, Dec. 11, during Faith Formation! 

This is our last weekend to register for Santa’s 
Christmas Workshop! Children’s Faith Formation, 
Youth Ministry and Holy Spirit’s Nursery Staff are   
offering four hours of fun and excitement for children, 
ages 1 to 12 years-old, so you can finish up your 
Christmas shopping, enjoy a date night or just have 
four hours to yourself.     

 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
1:00—5:00 p.m. 
$10.00 per child 

up to a maximum of $30.00 
for three or more 

 
Preregistration is required; walk-ins or late  
registrations cannot be accepted to ensure adequate 
staffing according to safe environment requirements.  
Nursery  reservations are limited and on a first-come, 
first served basis. Pick up a registration form at the    
Community Center front desk. We must have 20  
families registered to make this event a go so  
register NOW! 
 
And, if you would like to volunteer to help, we’ll need 
SEP cleared adults and older youth to assist.  
Contact Deborah, x14, for more info.  

 
CHRISTMAS BREAK SCHEDULE: 
 
For those of you trying to make 
travel plans, our Christmas      
Holiday break schedule is as     
follows: no class on Christmas  

Sunday,  Dec. 25 or New Year’s Day, Sunday, Jan. 
1. We return to our normal schedule on Sunday, 
Jan. 8! 
 
We are still looking for two or three more older 
teens to help at our 11:15 Faith Formation class 
time.  Contact Deborah, x14, if you can help out. 

An Afternoon Out For Parents!  
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Adult & Family Ministry 

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please Email: 
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 

Veronica Houston: veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 

Community Life Ministry 

Outreach Ministry 

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship 
 
TODAY:  Breakfast with St. Nick  
 
NEXT Sunday, Dec. 18:  Tamales by Catholic  
Daughters of the Americas 
 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & 
Dinner Celebration 
THIS MONDAY, Dec. 12, 7:00 p.m. Mass with 
dinner following. Join us for our annual  
Celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
Dinner cost: Just a donation of $5 per family to 
be paid at the start of the food line. Don’t forget 
to bring a dessert to share. 

 
 
Simbang Gabi Mass & Breakfast  
Saturday, Dec. 17  -  6:00 a.m. Mass 

followed by a Filipino Breakfast in the Gym. 
Everyone is welcome! 

Exercise Class will not meet Monday, Dec. 12. Class will 
resume on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Christmas Food Baskets: Please  
bring in all food donations for  the  
Christmas Food Baskets by  Mon-
day, Dec. 12. Please, do not leave 
Turkeys in the Outreach Food Box 
in the Narthex. Please bring them to 
the Community Center during office 
hours so they are not missed.  

 
Items needed: Turkeys, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
canned or packaged Gravy Mix, cans of Soup, Green 
Beans, Corn, canned Fruit, Canned or Frozen Black-eyed 
Peas, Cornbread mix, Large boxes of Red or Green Jell-o, 
Boxes of Cereal and Dessert mixes such as Cake, Cookies 
or Brownies. 
 
Christmas Angel Tree Program:  
If circumstances make it impossible 
to purchase a gift for the child or 
children you have selected please 
return the tags as soon as possible 
so no child goes without their gifts. 
Please return your unwrapped gifts 
by Mon. Dec. 12. Please call  
Donna Greenlee, x20, if you cannot meet  this deadline or if 
you have any questions.  Thank you in advance for your 
help and generosity. 

 

Your children will love 
the new content for 
them on FORMED — 
programs, ebooks, 
movies, and talks that 
will entertain, engage, 
and inspire them with 
the beauty and wonder 
of their faith.  

¶ Go to https://formed.org 

¶ Click “Register” and enter our Parish Code, TY4TDF, into 
   the “Parish Code” box and your email address into the 
   “Email” box. Then click “GO.” 

¶ Create a personal account with your own user name, 
   Email, and password! 

Free  

Access!  

sign up 

today! 


