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From The Pastor’s Desk
Whenever we are preparing to go to a social gathering of
some kind, there is one wish that almost all of us have.
We want to be welcomed. We may think about this
consciously or it may be just lurking under the surface of
our thoughts. Even if we don’t say the words out loud, in
our heart we know that we want to be welcomed and
made to feel at home. The fear of not being welcomed is
perhaps the biggest reason that many people do not want
to go to events where they will have to meet a lot of
strangers. We feel awkward. We don’t know what to say
or do. I know that these feelings vary a great deal from
person to person, but almost all of us have this need to be
welcomed.
This idea of being welcomed was very important to Jesus.
Today we see Jesus taking a little child in his arms and
saying, “Whoever receives (welcomes) one child such as
this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent me.”
In the society in which Jesus lived, children were not
important. They did not have any rights and were certainly
not the greatest in their society. Not only were they
physically small, but they were small in people’s eyes.
Jesus declaring that the issue is not about being the
greatest, or the first, but rather about seeing the most
insignificant person as important. And when we welcome
that person, the one whom other people ignore – at that
very moment we are welcoming God.
As usual, Jesus takes our human, limited way of looking at
things, and turns it upside down. If you want to be the
first, you must strive to become the last. If you want
power, you must become the servant of everyone else.
He is really telling us that there are two kinds of greatness.
We can be great in the eyes of people, or we can be great
in the eyes of God. The choice is ours.
The secret of being great in the eyes of God is to have a
welcoming heart. A few weeks ago we had a reading from
St. James which warns us against treating one person
differently from another person. The first mark of a
welcoming heart is to be equally open to all people. This
means that we are to welcome people simply because
they are people. We are not to be concerned rather or not
they can do something for us. The child is a symbol of all
those who have nothing obvious to give to us. These are
the ones who perhaps most need the welcome that we
can offer to them.
Who are these people who have nothing obvious to give to
us? The list is very long: the poor, the sick, the hungry,
the lonely, the dying, the hopeless, mentally ill, the
migrants, the abused child or spouse, the abandoned.
They desperately need to feel welcomed by us. We have
to symbolically take them in our arms as Jesus did with
the little child.
Fr. Joe
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Masses, Readings and Activities
Sunday, September 20 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings
Wis 2: 12, 17-20; Jas 3: 16—4:3; Mt 9:30-37
8:00 am
Mass—ɫNorma Kordsmeier
8:30 am
Catechetical Sunday Brunch
9:15/11:15 am Children’s Faith Formation / Adult Clusters 1,2,3,4
9:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Robert Rombach

11:30 am
1:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Mass—ɫArlene Markham
ACTS Core Team Meeting
ACTS Men’s Retreat Team
Mass—People of Holy Spirit
Youth Ministry

Monday, September 21 St. Matthew, Apostle
Readings
Eph 4: 1-7, 11-13; Mt 9: 9-13
8:30 am
Mass—ɫWilson Jaramillo
9:15 am
Monday Morning Scripture Study
9:30 am
Low-Impact Exercise Class
6:30 pm
Women’s ACTS Renewal Planning
Tuesday, September 22
Readings
Ezr 6, 7-8, 12b, 14-20; Lk 8: 19-21
8:30 am
Mass—ɫAnicia Valdeavilla
7:00 pm
ACTS Small Church Community
7:00 pm
Knights of Columbus 1st Degree Team
7:00 pm
ACTS Women’s Small Group
7:00 pm
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Christ
7:00 pm
Tuesday Evening Scripture Study
Wednesday, September 23 St. Pius of Piertreicina
Readings
Ezr 9: 5-9; Lk 9: 1-6
8:30 am
Mass—ɫLino Cuevas
9:00 am
Legion of Mary
9:30 am
Low Impact Exercise Class
10:00 am
Craft Workshop
6:00 pm
Family Prayer Group
6:00 pm
Confessions
6:30 pm
Team Spirit
7:00 pm
RCIA Session
7:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Scripture Study: Matthew
Thursday, September 24
Readings
Hg 1: 1-8; Lk 9: 7-9
8:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Ramius Eugenio
7:00 pm
New Day Grief Support
7:30 pm
Choir Practice
Friday, September 25
Readings
Hg 2: 1-9; Lk 9: 18-22
8:30 am
Mass—ɫRudy Jasinski
9:15 am
Holy Hour
Saturday, September 26 Saints Cosmas and Damian
Parish Fall Festival
Readings
Zec 2: 9-9, 14-15a; Lk 9:43b-45
8:30 am
Holy Mass—ɫPedro Margueso
3:30 pm
Confessions
5:30 pm
Mass—ɫJim Rourke
Sunday, September 27 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Parish Fall Festival
Readings
Nm 11: 25-29; Jas 5: 1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
8:00 am
Mass—Intentions of Kathleen Hartless
9:30 am
Mass—ɫEddy Coto

11:30 am
5:30 pm

Mass—People of Holy Spirit
Mass—Holy Souls in Purgatory
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Faith Formation—Youth
Thank you to all of our Catechists and volunteers! We are
so blessed to have you helping our teens!
Permission forms are due for the prayer vigil and Planned
Parenthood! We will be praying on Sunday, October 4
during our regular youth ministry time.
Permission forms are due October 4 for the World Youth
Day North Texas event! This is a great event on October 25
with a concert by Matt Maher! Teens and volunteers check
out
more
information
at
http://
catholicyouthministryofdallas.org/wydntx
As a reminder, we do not meet next week because of the
Fall Festival. It’s going to be a great event! See you there!

Volunteer Nurses Needed
We need nurses and phlebotomist to help with diabetic
screenings at this year's Health Fair in the Fall Festival,
September 26, 9 am to 1 pm. Please contact Donzella
Hines at 972-293-8292 or at dvhines@sbcglobal.net
We need Auction items for the Fall Festival. It’s time
to begin collecting new items, gift certificates for services,
unused new gifts you have received, estate-quality items
and items from your business or where you work or shop
for the silent and live-online auctions. Please bring them
to the community center. Fill out a donation form. The
forms are available at the front desk. Questions? Call
Sandi Ciarochi at 469-222-4747.
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Sacramental Preparation
The deadline for First Communion registration is this
Sunday, September 20. Registration for the Sacrament
of Confirmation is closed, and if you missed the first
mandatory Parent Only meeting last Sunday,
September 13, please contact Devyn ASAP. You may
contact Deborah, Devyn, Lindee or Lisa with any
questions regarding sacramental preparation or deadlines.
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages
6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada. Our next
baptismal preparation class for parents and godparents is
Saturday, November 14, 2015, from 9 am to 12:30 pm.
Please contact Lisa for the required paperwork, which
must be completed and turned in two weeks prior to the
class date.

Sunday, October 4, 3:00 pm, we will
have blessing of the animals in the courtyard. Bring your dogs, cats, etc. for this
special blessing. Please have them contained on leashes or carriers.

A big “Thank You” to all that helped wrap the
egg rolls (6,668 pieces) on August 28 and
September 5. These egg rolls continue to be
a Fall Festival favorite.
Salamat Po
(Thank you)

Join the Fall Festival
Committee!
The Fall Festival
Committee is planning some exciting
changes and additions to our always enjoyable Fall
Festival, Saturday
and Sunday, September 26-27. For
the first time, the festival's Saturday hours will continue
into the evening. The same great food, children's games,
musical entertainment, and more will run through 9:00
pm. This new format includes the addition of a new beer
garden open from 6:30-8:30 pm on Saturday night. Our
group has grown, but we know you can help to make
this festival the best ever, and we’ve saved a place
for you in the picture! If you’d like to join the committee, please contact Jeff Miller, Co-Chair, at miller.jeff55@gmail.com or call the parish office at (972)
298-4971. We’d love to have your help!

Elmer, Nel and Mario

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in honor of
Pope Francis’ visit to America.
Winner for returning all 15 Raffle Tickets this week is Elsa
Estrellas. Prizes can be picked up at the front desk during regular
business hours.

Flowers for the Lord’s altar this week are in thanksgiving for our Extraordinary Ministers

Sing to the Lord and join the Holy
Spirit Choir. We have different choices
at 5:30 pm Saturdays or 9:30 and 11:30
am Sunday Masses. For more information,
please
contact
FelipeRamirez@holyspiritcc.org.
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SAFEGUARDING THE DIGNITY OF EVERY
HUMAN PERSON! That’s the theme of this
year’s national celebration of Catechetical
Sunday. This weekend, the many men and women who serve in the Church’s catechetical ministries
will be recognized and affirmed for sharing their gift
of faith with others and “opening the hearts and
minds of the faithful.” Check out our insert to see the
many individuals who are selflessly volunteering in
our Children’s & Youth Programs this year. When
you drop or pick your child up this Sunday, take a
moment to say “THANK YOU” to your child’s
catechist for taking on such a commitment. They will
truly appreciate it!
And catechists, aides, youth mentors & RCIA team
members, you and your immediate families are
cordially invited to a complimentary Appreciation
Brunch from 8:30-11:15 a.m. in the dining room
prepared by our own Knights of Columbus.
If you haven’t registered your children for Faith
Formation, the is the last weekend to register!
After this Sunday, September 20, Faith Formation
registration will be officially closed except for PK3,
PK4 and Kindergarten (pending room availability)
and to children who are already sacramented.
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION IS CLOSED FOR
THE 2015/16 FAITH FORMATION YEAR. If you
have any questions concerning the missed deadline,
please contact Deborah, Devyn or Lisa. And, if you
missed the first mandatory Parent Meeting for the
Sacrament of Confirmation, contact Devyn ASAP.
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Children’s Faith Formation will be conducting Lessons
#1&#2 of the diocesan mandated safety training
program entitled, “Protecting God’s Children” this
Sunday, September 20 for children in Kindergarten
through 6th Grade. The VIRTUS safety program will be
done during their normal Faith Formation class. If you
elect to have your child not participate in the VIRTUS
training, you must complete an Opt Out Form available
at the front desk by class time on September 20.

There will be no Children’s Faith
Formation classes on Sunday,
September 27, as we celebrate
our annual Parish Fall Festival!
Come and enjoy the fun, food,
fellowship and all the festivities and
be part of a “Family Fully Alive.” And don’t forget
to donate your baked good for the Bake Sale!
The grade level donating the most baked goods
will receive a special treat upon our return to Faith
Formation classes on Sunday, October 4! Pink
slips will be available at the front desk when you
bring in your goodies if you forget to attach yours.
Also, make sure your baked goods are on/in
disposal, non-returnable plates/platters.
Our Grade Level Family Sessions begin on
Sunday, October 4 with the 6th Grade. Parents,
plan on joining your child for some one-on-one time
and experience what your child is learning in their
Faith Formation class. To ensure minimal disruption,
our nursery is available for younger siblings. These are
not the same as sacramental preparation
classes.

We are beginning to accept
donations
for
our upcoming
Halloween Spooktacular, which
will be Halloween night, Saturday,
October 31, from 7-9 p.m. You can
Parents, we have an awesome PK3, PK4 &
drop off donations of individually
Kindergarten Program! Instead of the nursery,
which is awesome by the way, but how about trying wrapped candy and/or treats at the Community
our Faith Formation classes? It’s never too early to Center front desk, attention Deborah. This is one
start teaching them about the Love of God since they of our biggest children’s events, especially from a
community standpoint, so all donations are both
are already so close to Him.
gratefully and graciously appreciated!!
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Adult And Family Ministry
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Community Life
.

SUNDAY MORNING FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
Today: Catechist Appreciation Brunch
(For Catechist & Their Families Only)
Take the time to thank your child’s catechist today!

Follow the World Meeting of Families
and Pope Francis’s visit on Facebook!

Next Sunday, September 27
Fall Festival
Come and enjoy the fun all weekend. Don’t forget to sign-up to
volunteer for your favorite event!!

https://www.facebook.com/WorldMeeting2015

Outreach
Finding True Happiness: Satisfying Our Restless Hearts
New Adult Class Sunday Mornings,
9:15-10:30 AM
Community Center Room 221





How can I find happiness?
Can it last?
What about suffering?
Where is God?

Are you a young adult questioning how belief in God is relevant to
life? Are you a parent whose children or grandchildren have left
the faith, and you wonder how the way you live your life might
attract them back? Have events in your life and in the world made
you ask how God can allow suffering? This class is for
you! Come join facilitator Brad Toups to explore these deep
questions with Fr. Robert Spitzer, Ph.D., as we discuss his video
Happiness and his book Finding True Happiness: Satisfying Our
Restless Hearts.

Los invitamos cordialmente
acompañarnos durante este
otoño a nuestro estudio Bíblico.
Todos son bienvenidos.
Domingo por la Mañana
Clases para Adultos, 11:15 am –12:30 pm
El Evangelio según San Lucas
Maestro: Rolando Sobalvarro
(Sin costo. Se aceptan donaciones.)
Office of Adult & Family Ministry
Richard Johnson ~ richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x23
Veronica Houston ~ veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x26

Ministry of Consolation Training assists parish
volunteers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and
other lay ministers who visit Nursing Homes, Hospital
patients, and homebound parishioners in developing and
enhancing listening skills to help meet the needs of those
who suffer loss, not only loss through death of a loved one,
also loss of health, hearing, mobility, and independence, etc.
We will cover many stages of loss and equip you with a
sense of ability and confidence to face the myriad situations
and questions people with loss often express. Complete
training consists of 3 Saturdays; Oct.10, Oct.31, and
Nov.14 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm here at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church. Fee is $55 to cover materials. Registration
forms are available in the church office. For more information
contact Eloisa Cortinas at 214-379-2883.
Rachel’s Corner: “ Yahweh is my rock and my fortress,
my deliverer is my God. I take refuge in him, my rock, my
shield, my saving strength, my stronghold, my place of
refuge. Yahweh, you yourself are my lamp, my God lights up
my darkness” (Psalm 18:2,28). Come on a Rachel’s
Vineyard™ Retreat and discover how God can replace your
darkness with His light. All he needs is your permission.
Please contact Abortion AfterCare-Healing /The Rachel
Ministries at healing@racheldallas.org. or call 214.544.CARE
(2273). All inquiries are kept strictly confidential.

Finance
Weekend of September 5/6

$21,359.66
$ 882.00
$22,365.00
$ (123.34)
Balance in Future Fund

Weekly Contributions
On-Line Giving
Average Weekly Expenses
Shortfall
$32,196.00

Thank you and May God Bless You.
.

