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From The Pastor’s Desk
I came across an article of former zoo keeper, who had
something very interesting to say: “Raccoons go through a
glandular change at about 24months. After that, they often
attack their owners. Since a 30-pound raccoon can be equal to a
100-pound dog in a scrap, I felt compelled to mention the change
coming to a pet raccoon owned by a young friend of mine, Julie.
She listened politely as I explained the coming danger. I’ll never
forget her answer. ‘It will be different for me…’ and she smiled as
she added, ‘Bandit wouldn’t hurt me. He just wouldn’t.’ Three
months later Julie underwent plastic surgery for facial lacerations
sustained when her adult raccoon attacked her for no apparent
reason. Bandit was released into the wild.”
Julie is like many of us. We deceive ourselves. We think that we
can continually put ourselves into situations where there is
danger and come out unharmed every time. But life doesn’t
work like that. In the Lord’s Prayer, we ask that we not be led
into temptation and yet often, we lead ourselves into temptation.
Our past experience tells us that we should be avoiding certain
people or places. We know that when we are with those people
or in those places, we find ourselves acting in ways that we
regret. And yet, we continue to go back to those dangerous
situations because we tell ourselves that we are strong – that
nothing will happen – that we just want to have a good time. And
then it happens.
The temptation becomes overwhelming
because we have lowered our defenses to a level that was very
risky. Those people, that bar, that gambling place – whatever it
is, becomes too much for us to handle. If you’re on a diet, the
last place where you should hang out is all-you-can-eat buffet
restaurant. It just doesn’t make any sense. Why be in a place
where the chances of going off your diet are very high?
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Masses, Readings and Activities
Sunday, September 27 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Parish Fall Festival
Readings
Nm 11: 25-29; Jas 5: 1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
8:00 am
Mass—Intentions of Kathleen Hartless
9:30 am
Mass—ɫEddy Coto

11:30 am
5:30 pm

Mass—People of Holy Spirit
Mass—Holy Souls in Purgatory

Monday, September 28 St. Wenceslaus
Readings
Zec 8: 1-8; Lk 9: 46-50
8:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Linda Osuji
9:15 am
Monday Morning Scripture Study
9:30 am
Low-Impact Exercise Class
6:30 pm
Women’s ACTS Renewal Planning
7:00 pm
Young Adult Meeting
Tuesday, September 29 St. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael
Readings
Dn 7: 9-10, 13-14; Jn 1: 47-51
8:30 am
Mass—ɫOtto Lanza
7:00 pm
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Christ
Wednesday, September 30 St. Jerome
Readings
Neh 2: 1-8; Lk 9: 57-62
8:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Donna Greenlee
9:00 am
Legion of Mary
9:30 am
Low Impact Exercise Class
10:00 am
Craft Workshop
6:00 pm
Family Prayer Group
6:00 pm
Confessions
6:00 pm
King and His Kingdom Make-Up
6:30 pm
Team Spirit
7:00 pm
RCIA Session
7:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Scripture Study: Matthew

Sin often comes dressed in an adorable guise, just like Julie’s
raccoon. And as we play with it, how easy it is to say, “It will be
different for me.” The results are predictable.

Thursday, October 1 St. Therese
Readings
Neh 8: 1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Lk 10: 1-12
8:30 am
Mass—ɫFloyd Sherrell
7:00 pm
ACTS Women’s SCC
7:00 pm
New Day Grief Support
7:30 pm
Choir Practice

What is the best defense against putting ourselves in the way of
temptation? Watchfulness and prayer are still two powerful ways
we have of avoiding temptation. In the garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus warned his apostles to watch and pray so that they would
not enter into temptation.

Friday, October 2 The Holy Guardian Angels
Readings
Bar 1: 15-22; Mt 18: 1-5, 10
8:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Robert Rombach
9:15 am
1st Friday Exposition/Adoration/Benediction
6:00 pm
ACTS Fall Women’s Retreat Leadership
7:00 pm
1st Friday Exposition/Adoration/Benediction

Through watchfulness we pay attention to possible situations that
could lead to no good. I’m talking about healthy ‘being on guard’.
This doesn’t mean that we have to see sin everywhere. But it
does mean that we will not be so naïve as to think that
everything is permissible. By staying on guard, we can often
stay out of harm’s way.

Saturday, October 3
Readings
Bar 4: 5-12, 27-29; Lk 10: 17-24
8:30 am
Holy Mass—Thanksgiving for Festival Volunteers
9:00 am
ACTS Men’s Leadership Retreat
3:30 pm
Confessions
5:30 pm
Mass—Intentions of Mr. & Mrs. Marcel Osuji

Prayer, of course, is the way in which we allow God to
strengthen us. In prayer we allow God to direct our lives. Then
we are better able to resist giving-in when situations arise that
could lead to sin.

Sunday, October 4 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings
Gn 2: 18-24; Heb 2: 9-11; Mk 10: 2-16
8:00 am
Mass—ɫSir Ben Onye Konwa
8:30 am
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:00 am
6th Grade Family Session
9:15/11:15 am Children’s Faith Formation / Adults Clusters 1,2,3,4
9:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Daniel McBrayes

As we pray the Lord’s Prayer today, let us ask in a special way
that we not be led into temptation.

Fr. Joe

11:30 am
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Mass—Intentions of Frank Cedeno
Blessing of Animals
Mass—People of Holy Spirit
Youth Ministry
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Faith Formation—Youth
Permission forms are due next week for the prayer vigil at
Planned Parenthood and for World Youth Day North Texas! Email devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org for more information.
The Youth Ministry department would like to pass on
information about a young men’s club happening in the area.
Conquest is a national network of leadership programs, clubs,
and camps for boys and young men 5 - 16 years of age. It is
sponsored by Regnum Christi and trains boys to become selfdisciplined and confident young men, Catholic leaders who
possess moral integrity and are committed to improving the
communities in which they live. The St. Joseph Arlington
Conquest Club meets every other Sunday from 2:30 – 4:30 pm
in the community hall rooms 1-3. Please contact Long Nguyen
at (817) 223-5822 or lbn2011@gmail.com if you are interested.
As a reminder we do not meet tonight because of the Fall
Festival! We hope you are full of turkey legs and eggrolls!
See you next week!
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Sacramental Preparation
Sacrament Preparation for the 2015/16 Faith
Formation year is officially closed. If you missed the
first mandatory Parent Only meeting on Sunday,
September 13, please contact Devyn ASAP. The first
Confirmation Parent & Student session is scheduled
for Sunday, October 11 from 1:30-3:45 p.m. in the
gym. Please mark your calendars now! For childcare
needs, please call Sharon Bush at 972.298.9460. You
may contact Deborah, Devyn, Lindee or Lisa with any
questions regarding sacramental preparation or deadlines.
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages
6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada. Our next
baptismal preparation class for parents and godparents is
Saturday, November 14, 2015, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Please contact Lisa for the required paperwork, which
must be completed and turned in two weeks prior to the
class date.

Sunday, October 4, 3:00 pm, we will
have blessing of the animals in the courtyard. Bring your dogs, cats, etc. for this
special blessing. Please have them contained on leashes or carriers.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in honor of
Linda Osuji, requested by Flora Osuji..
Winner for returning all 15 Raffle Tickets this week is Gloria
Castro. Prizes can be picked up at the front desk during regular
business hours.

Sing to the Lord and join the Holy
Spirit Choir. We have different choices
at 5:30 pm Saturdays or 9:30 and 11:30
am Sunday Masses. For more information,
please
contact
FelipeRamirez@holyspiritcc.org.
duncanSWITCH SUCCESS! For the past three
months, Holy Spirit has had a booth at Duncanville’s
street market to advertise our wonderful Fall Festival.
Many “thanks” to the following ACTS people for helping
out:
Yolanda Sanchez, Sue Wagner, Debbie Gleason, Vicki
Tovar, Frances Miller, Rolando Sobalvarro, Jorge and
Kathie Ruiz, Dan and Pat Murphy, Mary Gruhlke, Kathy
Jones, Mary Ellen Bradshaw, Eva Rogowski, Jenny Garza, Cynthia Padilla, Cynthia Salone-Poole, Carol Felch
(Catholic Daughter), Angie Gonzalez-Roland, and Roy
and Frances Cormier. I hope I haven’t left anyone out.
Thank you as well to everyone who contributed baked
goods. You all made it easy for me (Bonnie)!
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There are no Faith Formation classes this
Sunday, September 27, as we celebrate our
annual Parish Fall Festival! Come and enjoy the
fun, food, fellowship and all the festivities and
be part of a “family fully alive!” And don’t forget to
donate your baked good for the Bake Sale! The
grade level donating the most baked goods will
receive a special treat upon our return to Faith
Formation classes on Sunday, October 4! Pink
slips will be available at the front desk when you
bring in your goodies if you forget to attach
yours. Also, make sure your baked goods are
on disposal, non-returnable plates/platters.
Faith Formation registration for the 2015/2016
year is officially closed unless you have a
3-year old, Kindergartner or they are fully
sacramented. Contact the Faith Formation
Office for class availability, as many classes
have reached maximum size capacity and are
full.
Our Grade Level Family
Sessions begin on Sunday,
October
4
with
the
6th Grade. Parents, plan
on joining your child for some
one-on-one time and experience what your child is
learning in their Faith Formation class. To ensure
minimal disruption, our nursery is available for
younger siblings. Please note these grade level

Family Sessions ARE NOT associated with
our sacramental preparation program, which
is completely different.
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Grab your “mummy” and make plans to join
us on Halloween night,
Saturday, October 31 from 7-9 p.m.
in the Community Center gym
for our annual

HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR!
There’ll be lots of games, snacks, lots of treats
and maybe even a few tricks. Be sure to bring a
treat bag and your cutest costume (let’s keep it
from being too creepy) and enjoy an evening of
ghostly fun!
We are also graciously accepting donations of
bagged Halloween candy, treats and prizes
(we’ll need a lot as this is one of our largest
events!). Please drop your donations off at
the Community Center front desk, attention
Deborah. Also, if you would like to volunteer
to help out (Confirmation families, here’s a
great service project!), contact Deborah or
Devyn.
A special thank you to all the catechists, aides,
youth mentors and RCIA team members who
were a part of this past weekend’s Catechetical
Sunday! Also, a tremendous thank you to the
Knights of Columbus and Youth Ministry for
preparing, serving and cleaning up for our
Catechist Appreciation Brunch.
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Community Life
SUNDAY MORNING FOOD
.
& FELLOWSHIP
Today: Fall Festival
Enjoy all the goodies of the Festival!!

The NEW YAHAs
NO Hassle, NO Work
JUST FUN
First TUESDAY of each Month
Following the 8:30 am daily Mass.
In the Dining Room. All are Welcome!
Come enjoy the Coffee, Doughnuts
and Fellowship.
Tuesday, October 6th
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Free Coffee & Pastries

MEN
3 days. 3 Nights.
CHANGE
YOUR
LIFE

ACTS Retreat
Starts at 5:30 pm Thursday, October 22
Ends at 11:30 Mass Sunday, October 25
Info online at:
http://www.holyspiritcatholic.com/mens-acts-retreat

Or in the narthex
DON’T MISS THIS OppOrTuNITy

Next Sunday, October 4
Coffee & Donuts
Join us in the Gym for some delicious coffee, juice & donuts.
Suggested donation is 50₵ each item. See you Sunday!

Holy Spirit Autumn Social
(formerly...a Welcome Dinner)

Mark your Calendars for Saturday, October 17
More info to come in next weeks bulletin!
It will be a family friendly event!!

Outreach
First Sunday Rosary for the end to abortion is next Sunday at
10:30 am in the church.
Ministry of Consolation Training assists parish volunteers,
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and other lay ministers
who visit Nursing Homes, Hospital patients, and homebound
parishioners in developing and enhancing listening skills to help
meet the needs of those who suffer loss, not only loss through
death of a loved one, also loss of health, hearing, mobility, and
independence, etc. We will cover many stages of loss and equip
you with a sense of ability and confidence to face the myriad
situations and questions people with loss often express. Complete
training consists of 3 Saturdays; Oct. 10, Oct.31, and Nov.14
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm here at Holy Spirit Catholic Church. Fee is
$55 to cover materials. Registration forms are available in the
church office. The deadline to register is Friday, October 2. For
more information contact Eloisa Cortinas at 214-379-2883.
Proyecto José Retiro de un Solo Día para Hombres 10 de Octubre, 2015
El Proyecto José es una oportunidad que cambia la vida a los hombres
que luchan con el dolor emocional y espiritual debido a abortos pasados.
El retiro es un proceso único y efectivo diseñado específicamente para
ayudarle a sentir la misericordia y la compasión de Dios. El retiro le
ayudará a que su alma encuentre una voz y a transformar el dolor del
pasado en esperanza. Para más información y para registrarse para el
retiro de Proyecto José, comuníquese al 469-416-2101 o
sanacion@projectjosephdallas.org.sitioweb:
.projectjosephdallas.org.Todas las consultas son estrictamente
confidenciales. Para retiros de fin de semana para mujeres y hombres,
visite
racheldallas.org
o
contacte
972-679-4760
o
sanacion@racheldallas.org. Sanación Después del Aborto, Diócesis de
Dallas. No continúe viviendo con el dolor, la ira, la culpa o la vergüenza.
İLa sanación le espera!

Finance
Weekend of September 19/20
$17,115.25
$ 1,957.00
$22,365.00
$(3,292.78)
Office of Adult & Family Ministry
Richard Johnson ~ richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x23
Veronica Houston ~ veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x26

Balance in Future Fund

Weekly Contributions
On-Line Giving
Average Weekly Expenses
(Shortfall)
$32,196.00

Thank you for your contributions and May God Bless You.
.

