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From The Pastor’s Desk
There are takers and givers in this world. I know that this sound
a bit simplified, but I think that it does a fairly accurate job of
describing two very basic attitudes towards life. The takers go
through their lives always on the lookout for what they can get.
No matter what situation they find themselves in, the thought that
is always uppermost in their minds is: What can I get out of this?
What’s in it for me? This kind of person may appear to do a lot
of good things for people, but the motivation underlying his or her
actions is anything but good.
They only do a favor for you if they can see some return on their
investment. They are always counting the cost. It’s not that they
always want something material in return for their favors.
Perhaps what they want most of all is to look good in your eyes.
They want praise and affirmation. They want you to think highly
of them. And if you just happen to be their boss, so much the
better. But their behavior has been infected. It’s diseased.
In today’s Gospel the scribes are the takers. They want the best
seats in the synagogues; they want to be given special signs of
respect and to sit at the head table at the banquets. And yet we
are told that they cheat widows out of the little money that they
have to live on. Jesus warns us to beware of such people. And
if we happen to be that kind of person, Jesus is asking us to
change.
Then there are the givers. This kind of person spontaneously
perceives where and when something is needed. They do this
out of their sensitivity to others. The givers do not keep score on
the favors they receive nor on the favors do they give. They
don’t look on everything from the viewpoint of what they can get
out of it. Givers are people who are following the basic
commandment to love. Love doesn’t count the cost.
The widow was a giver. She did not count the cost of her giving.
In fact, she gave everything, all she had to live on. Jesus was
amazed at seeing this woman drop her two small coins into the
temple treasury. Generosity is not a privilege of the rich.
Everyone can practice generosity, since it is relative to what
each one has.
In the scribes and the widow, Jesus gives us two pictures of what
it means to be a religious person. These pictures provide us with
a striking contrast between those religious people who look out
for themselves, and those who generously give their whole lives.
How does this happen? How it does come about that the same
religion has two opposite effects? In one person religion leads to
greed and looking down on other people. In another person, it
leads to humility and authenticity and a great spirit of generosity.
It seems that the scribe saw religion as an opportunity for gain.
And so he approached his faith seeing what he could get out of
it. But the widow saw her religion as a way of life. It inspired her
to generosity with all that she had.
At the temple treasury, the rich people’s gift was given out of
what was left over. The widow’s gift was given out of what she
needed. When we give, but only after we have taken all of our
needs into consideration, it may not end up being much of a gift.
C. S. Lewis says, “I do not believe one can settle how much we
ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than
we can spare.”
May the poor widow inspire us to look deeply within ourselves.
May she call forth the spirit of caring and love that is the mark of
all true Christians.
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Masses, Readings and Activities
Sunday, November 8 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings
1 Kgs 17: 10-16; Heb 9: 24-28; Mk 12: 38-44
8:00 am
Mass—ɫAll Souls Novena
8:30 am
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:00 am
1st Grade Family Session
9:15/11:15 am Children’s Faith Formation / Adults Clusters 1,2,3
9:30 am
Mass—Intentions of Consuelo Cayabyob
10:00 am
Catholic Daughters Brunch

11:30am
1:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Mass—Intentions of John & Samantha Pruna
Confirmation Preparation Session
Mass—ɫJoe Granados
Youth Ministry

Monday, November 9 Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Readings
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3: 9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2: 13-22
8:30 am
Mass—ɫAll Souls Novena
9:00 am
Piecemakers
9:15 am
Monday Morning Scripture Study
9:30 am
Low-Impact Exercise Class
5:00 pm
Youth Chick-fil-A Night
7:00 pm
Young Adult Meeting
Tuesday, November 10 St. Leo
Readings
Wis 2: 23—3: 9; Lk 17: 7-10
8:30 am
Mass—ɫAll Souls Novena
1:00 pm
Women’s Spirituality
6:00 pm
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Makeup
7:00 pm
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Christ
7:00 pm
Outreach Commission Meeting
7:00 pm
Help for the Holidays
Wednesday, November 11 Veteran’s Day / Pastoral Office Closed
Readings
Wis 6: 1-11; Lk 17: 11-19
8:30 am
Mass—ɫRaymond Dominguez
6:00 pm
Family Prayer Group
6:00 pm
Confessions
6:30 pm
Team Spirit
7:00 pm
Liturgy Meeting
Thursday, November 12 St. Josaphat
Readings
Wis 7: 22b—8: 1; Lk 17: 20-25
8:30 am
Mass—ɫNancy Houdek
5:00 pm
Rios Convalidation Ceremony
6:00 pm
KC Clergy Appreciation Dinner
7:00 pm
Zone Board
7:30 pm
KC 4th Degree Meeting
7:30 pm
Choir Practice
Friday, November 13 St. Frances Xavier
Readings
Wis 13: 1-9; Lk 17: 26-37
8:30 am
Holy Mass—ɫProspero Pineda
9:15 am
Holy Hour
Saturday, November 14
Readings
Wis 18: 14-16, 19: 6-9; Lk 18: 1-8
8:00 am
Ministry of Consolation
8:30 am
Mass—ɫAlbert Yzaguirre
9:00 am
Baptism Preparation Class
10:00 am
Children’s Christmas Choir Practice
1:45 pm
Ministry of Consolation
3:30 pm
Confessions
5:30 pm
Mass—ɫNorman Rognes
6:30 pm
Veteran’s Day Reception
Sunday, November 15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings
Dn 12: 1-3; Heb 10: 11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32
8:00 am
Mass—ɫZeb Baird
8:30 am
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:00 am
Kindergarten Family Session
9:15/11:15 am Children’s Faith Formation / Adults Clusters 1,2,3
9:30 am
Mass—People of Holy Spirit

11:30am
1:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Mass—ɫHyginus Obinwanne
Reconciliation Session
Mass—ɫMargaret Louise Hoyle Prost
Youth Ministry
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Faith Formation—Youth
Our annual Chick-fil-A Spirit Night is tomorrow,
November 9! Join us at the Chick-fil-A in Cedar Hill
between 5 pm and 8 pm. If you say you are with Holy
Spirit, a portion of the proceeds will go towards our
annual trip to Washington DC for the March for Life!
On Saturday, November 21 the Stars are having
“Buckner Night.” For every ticket purchased, they will
donate a ticket to an adoptive family! Tickets are just
$20. If you would like to purchase a ticket, please e-mail
devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org.
Our next Commission meeting is a potluck! Come on
Tuesday, November 17 to share a dish and talk about
how to improve our program! Food starts at 6:30 pm and
discussion starts at 7 pm!

The United States flags that are displayed on the church grounds this
Veteran’s Day are in recognition of the
following military personnel:
Herb Linson, Marine; Charles R. Bernabo, Navy; Jim Kurowski, Air Force;
ɫZeb Baird, Army; Robert Dover, Air
Force; Patrick Dover, Marine; Jeanette Dover, National Guard;
ɫTed Lincks, Air Force; ɫAlfons Cinek, Army; Thompson Family, Military; ɫJim Flusche, Army; Curtis Opdah, Navy; ɫClarke
Witt, Army; ɫLawrence V. Vann, Navy; Cecil Bosworth, Army;
ɫJohn S. Ference, Air Force; ɫJohn M. Malone, Jr., Army;
ɫWilliam G. Palermo, Jr., Army; ɫLeonard N. Lutes, Air Force;
Cody Ray Hall, Navy; ɫFrank J. Talani, Navy; Efrain Gonzalez,
Air Force; ɫFred Lyons, Navy; Brian Doyle, Coast Guard; Maggie Hollyfield-Doyle, Navy; Joe Campbell, Navy.
HAPPY VETERAN’S DAY and God Bless
all of our Military, living and deceased.
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Sacramental Preparation
The next CONFIRMATION PARENT & STUDENT
SESSION is THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 from 1:303:45 pm in the gym. Because EVERYONE’S time is
both important and valuable, please ARRIVE ON TIME.
We get started at 1:30 pm, not 1:45 pm, not 2 pm; this
helps ensure we get you out and home on time. Be sure
to have all At Home Family Faith activities completed
and ready to turn in. Please contact Devyn Buschow,
extension 16, with any questions regarding this sacrament preparation meeting.
Our NEXT SESSION for the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
from 1:30-3:45 pm in the gym and does include both
parent and child.
Contact Sharon Bush at
972.298.9460 for childcare needs; contact Lisa Estrada
if you have a conflict with the meeting date. Again, because we have so many children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and there’s lots to do in our two
hours together, please be on time so that we can start
on time.
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism
(ages 6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada.
Our next baptismal preparation class for parents and
godparents is next Saturday, November 14, from 9 am
to 12:30 pm. All completed paperwork should have already been turned in.

The Pastoral Office will be closed on Wednesday,
November 11 for Veteran’s Day.
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in thanksgiving for our priests, requested by Mary Flusche.

Happy Thanksgiving
Holy Mass on Thanksgiving, November 26, will be
celebrated at 10:00 am. You may bring food to present
to the altar.

The children’s Christmas choir practices will
start November 14 and every Saturday from
10 - 11:30 am in the church. Children will
sing for the St. Nicholas Breakfast, Sunday,
December 13 at 8:30 am in the gym and
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 5:30 pm in the Church.
Regular Choir rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:35 pm and
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. Brass, woodwinds and string instruments are especially welcome to participate in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses. Please contact Felipe
Ramirez
for
more
information:
FelipeRamirez@holyspiritcc.org

The pastoral office will be closed November 26 and 27
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

If you would like to donate flowers for the
Lord’s altar, there are several dates available.
The flowers remain on the altar for one week and
you can dedicate them for a special occasion or
in memory of a family member or friend. Call the office
to pick that special date: 972-298-4971.

Holy Spirit Catholic Church

Duncanville, Texas

1st Grade Family Sessions are this Sunday,
November 8 in the dining room, so parents plan on
joining your child during their normal Faith Formation
class for a great hands-on, faith-filled experience! As
these sessions are intended for both the parent and
child, please don’t drop your child off and leave
because you’ll be missing out on a wonderful opportunity to spend some quality one-on-one time with
your child. To ensure minimal disruption, our nursery
is available for younger siblings.
PARENTS: These grade level Family Sessions ARE
NOT associated with our sacramental preparation
program, which is COMPLETELY SEPARATE. Our
grade level Family Sessions are designed to give
you an opportunity to actually experience what your
child is being taught and learning in their Faith Formation class.
Kindergarten Family Sessions are next
Sunday, November 15 in the dining room.
A huge thank you to all the ghouls and goblins who
came out on Halloween night to enjoy our
Spooktacular festivities! We had a record turnout
for this event, so thank you to everyone who donated
tons of candy, treats and prizes. We had just enough to
keep all the trick-or-treaters happy! To all the parents
and teens who came out to help and especially those
who had to step in to help, as we were exceptionally
short-handed on volunteers, we couldn’t have done it
without you. Special thanks to Jessica Huckeba who
baked all the yummy cupcakes for our event, Cecilia
Pecararo for donating the cotton candy and Mary
Jorgensen for keeping things under control Saturday
evening. And an extra tremendous thanks to Ruth
Hernandez and Sandra Rios for coming in Monday
morning to help me with the tear-down and clean-up
when my other helpers called in sick…
You ladies, rock!

Fun! Fun! Fun!
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Join us for our annual Children’s Christmas
event, Breakfast with St. Nicholas! Enjoy a delicious French toast breakfast, courtesy of the Knights
of Columbus, musical performance by the children’s
& youth Christmas choir and there might even be a
visit from St. Nicholas himself! Cost of the breakfast PER PERSON - is a new child’s toy, which will be
donated to Brighter Tomorrows, one of Dallas
County’s largest women’s shelters. But, if you forget
your toy, a monetary donation will be taken in lieu of.
This event is open to the entire parish….not just
Faith Formation. So grab your grandchildren,
nieces & nephews and join us for a wonderful
Christmas event!
There will be no Faith Formation
classes on Sunday, November 22 or
November 29 so that we can celebrate
and enjoy the Thanksgiving Holidays!
Check out some of our “saintly” students from
last week’s All Saints’ Day
lesson!
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Adult And Family Ministry
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Community Life
SUNDAY MORNING FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
Today: Breakfast sponsored by ACTS
Join us in the Gym for a delicious breakfast of French toast sticks,
sausage, and biscuits.

Next Sunday, November 15
Tamales by CDA
They are back! Join us in the Gym for tamales and place your orders
for the holidays. Tamales will be available again on Dec. 6 when we
return from the Thanksgiving Break.

VETERAN’S DAY RECEPTION
Saturday, Nov. 14 - following the 5:30 pm mass

Help for the Holidays
For adults who have experienced
the death of a loved one. Please join us.

Tuesday, November 10th 7:00 pm
Holy Spirit Community Center
Facilitated by Jessica Huckeba
Pre-registration is requested by calling Veronica at
972.298-4971, ext. 26 or Jessica at 214-498-6886
Congratulations to Albert A. Yzaguirre and
Elsa Jean Vasquez-Perez who celebrated the
Sacrament of Matrimony at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church, November 7th May God bless
and grace them with everything they
need each and every day of their
marriage.

Women’s ACTS Retreat
Coming Soon! December 3—6
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths” Luke 3:4

You are invited to join us for an
extraordinary weekend!
Register online: http://www.holyspiritcatholic.com/womens-actsretreat. Register in person: At the front desk of the Community
Center, or with: Director, Brenda Garza, 979-484-9649,
bgaza2004@yahoo.com Co-Director, Cynthia Padilla, 214-9263801, chencha_37@yahoo.com
Office of Adult & Family Ministry
Richard Johnson ~ richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x23
Veronica Houston ~ veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x26

There will be a cake and punch reception following the Saturday Vigil
Mass to celebrate our Veteran’s. If you are a veteran and plan to attend
this Mass, please respond by Thursday, November 12 by calling 972298-4971. See the insert in today’s bulletin for more information.

ThanksGIVING LUNCH
Thursday, Nov. 26 - 11am-1pm
Holy Spirit will be offering a Thanksgiving Day Lunch for all those
who would like to attend. See the insert in today’s bulletin for more
information on volunteering or attending.

Outreach
Exercise Class: Please note that we will not have
exercise class on Wednesday, November 11 as the
pastoral offices will be closed in honor of Veteran’s Day.
The class will meet on Monday, November 9 and Monday,
November 16 at 9:30 am Please keep our veterans in
your thoughts and prayers.
Thanksgiving Food Baskets: We are collecting
turkeys, gravy, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, flour, oil,
sugar, cranberry sauce and evaporated milk to make up
complete holiday dinners for the needy in our community.
A complete list of items needed is on the pamphlet rack in
the Narthex. Please bring all turkeys to the Community
Center. Other items may be left in the Outreach Food
Box. We need these items by Tuesday, November 17.
Thank you for all that you do in our community.
Angel Tree Families: Are you, your family or group
interested in providing gifts for a family this Christmas?
Angel Tree families have anywhere between two to seven
children per family (average 3 children per family). If
interested in providing Christmas toys and clothing for an
Angel Tree family, please call Donna at 972-298-4971 x
20.

Finance
Weekend of October 31/November 1

$27,637.54
$ 2,204.00
$22,365.00
$ 7,476.54
Balance in Future Fund

Weekly Contributions
On-Line Giving
Average Weekly Expenses
Surplus
$32,196.00

Thank you for your contributions and May God Bless You.

