Holy Spirit Catholic Church

From The Pastor’s Desk

So often we get caught up in the insignificant things of life and
allow them to almost completely overtake us. This could hap-
pen in a relationship when we sense that someone is being
unkind or insensitive to us. We focus on the hurt we feel, and,
at that moment, we act as if nothing else in the world really
mattered. Or we may be in the act of seeking to make a major
purchase, such as a house or a car. All of our spare energy
goes into researching our prospective purchase. Or else our
own emotional life often takes center stage. Our depression
or our excitement takes over. At those times the wider picture
gets lost.

To succeed in business, you need to see the bigger picture.
To help the environment, we need to see how different natural
systems work together. To succeed in marriage, you need to
remember that you are both committed to a lifetime together.
This way an argument or a disagreement loses its power to
destroy your relationship. To succeed in life, you need to be-
come aware of the eternal perspective. Without the bigger
picture, we inevitably make the wrong decision. We don’t see
things clearly, and so don’t act properly.

We do believe in the second coming of Christ, but we have to
allow that belief to touch our present lives. If we are honest
about all of this, most of us don’t give a second thought to the
second coming. It's like some fairy tale or horror story, de-
pending on our point of view. But it just seems too far away to
make any difference in our lives.

Isn’t this something like the reaction that many people have to
certain situations? How many young women thought, “/ won’t
get pregnant. That won't happen to me.” And they find them-
selves completely unprepared, carrying a child whom they are
not ready to take care of. Or how many have been in car acci-
dents because they were driving while drinking. Or how many
thousands have contracted AIDS because they imagined it
could never happen to them. We have terrible illusions that
we are untouchable — that somehow we will escape the terri-
ble results of our actions. This head-in-the-sand kind of think-
ing is extremely dangerous.

Actually, the Second Coming of Christ is not meant to scare us
to death. Rather it should be a consoling thought. Our Gospel
states: Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels,
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven. These are words of consolation.
Jesus will return to take us to himself — to take us home — to
protect us and gather us to himself. We are asked to be ready
to welcome him face to face.

As we approach the end of our Church year, we are reminded
today that life as we know it will come to an end. What seems
so important to us today will disappear like a puff of smoke.
Perhaps we could use this time as a chance to look at those
things in our lives which take up most of our energies. Are
they really that important? Would it be disaster if | spent less
time and energy on some of them? Do other things in my life
need more attention? In the bigger picture, what are the
things or situations in our lives that need more of my care?

As we await him to come again in glory, may the Lord grant us
a watchful spirit and a loving heart.

Fr. Joe
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November 15, 2015

Masses, Readings and Activities

Sunday, November 15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readings Dn 12: 1-3; Heb 10: 11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32
8:00 am Mass—+tZeb Baird
8:30 am Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:00 am Kindergarten Family Session

9:15/11:15 am Children’s Faith Formation / Adults Clusters 1,2,3

9:30 am Mass—People of Holy Spirit
11:30am Mass— Intentions of Hyginus Obinwanne
1:30 pm Reconciliation Session

5:30 pm Mass—tMargaret Louise Hoyle Prost
6:30 pm Youth Ministry

Monday, November 16 St. Margaret & St. Gertrude

Readings 1 Mc 1: 10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 52-63; Lk 18: 35-43
8:30 am Mass—4Fred Lyons
9:15 am Monday Morning Scripture Study
9:30 am Low-Impact Exercise Class

Tuesday, November 17 St. Elizabeth
2 Mc 6: 18-31; Lk 19: 1-10

8:30 am Mass—tDeceased Members/Flusche/Schultz Family
6:00 pm Consoling the Heart of Jesus Makeup

7:00 pm Consoling the Heart of Jesus Christ

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Officers Meeting

7:00 pm Youth Commission Meeting

Wednesday, November 18
2Mc7:1,20-31; Lk 19: 11-28

8:30 am Mass—Intentions of Jose Cayabyab
9:00 am Legion of Mary
9:30 am Low-Impact Exercise
10:00 am Craft Workshop
6:00 pm Family Prayer Group
6:00 pm Confessions
6:00 pm King and His Kingdom Make-Up
6:30 pm Team Spirit
6:30 pm Endow Girl Genius
7:00 pm RCIA Sessions
7:00 pm Wednesday Evening Scripture Study

Thursday, November 19

Readings 1 Mc 2, 15-29; Lk 19: 41-44
8:30 am Mass—Intentions of Brian Bayne
6:30 pm Catholic Daughters Meeting
7:30 pm Choir Practice
Friday, November 20
Readings 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; Lk 19: 45-58
8:30 am Holy Mass—tRaymundo & Felisa Gumapac
9:15 am Holy Hour
6:00 pm Lee / Garza Wedding Rehearsal

Saturday, November 21 Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Readings 1 Mc 6: 1-13; Lk 20: 27-40

8:30 am Mass—+tOsvaldo Mendonza
9:15 am Homebound EM Enrichment

11:00 am Lee / Garza Wedding
3:30 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Worldwide Marriage Encounter Circle
5:30 pm Mass—Intentions of Birdie Horton Family
6:30 pm Marriage Enrichment

Sunday, November 22 Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe

Readings Dn 7: 13-14; Rv 1: 5-8; Jn 18: 33b-37

8:00 am Mass—iNic Ramos

8:30 am Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship

9:30 am Mass—tGonzalez & DelBoque Deceased Members
11:30am Mass—People of Holy Spirit

5:30 pm Mass—Mary Louise LaFlame
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Faith Formation—Youth

Please pray for our teens on the confirmation retreat this
weekend! There are 78 of us at Camp Hoblitzelle in
Midlothian. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy
faithful and enkindle in them the fire of Thy love.

This Tuesday, November 17 we have our Youth
Commission Meeting! It's a potluck event. Food starts at
6:30 pm and discussion starts at 7 pm. Come discuss
how we can improve our program!

Permission slips are due for our annual pilgrimage for
the March for Life in Washington, DC! The dates this
year are January 20M-24"™. The cost is only $275!
Download forms at or e-mail
for more information!

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in
memory of tJoy Watson, requested by Don Watson.

Happy Thanksgiving

Holy Mass on Thanksgiving, November
26, will be celebrated at 10:00 am. You
may bring food to present to the altar.

The pastoral office will be closed November 26 and 27
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Next Weekend, November 22, there will be a spe-
cial collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development. Your gift is an expression of love and
solidarity with the poor and unemployed in our country.
Please give generously. Thank you for your donation.

Reminder! Holy Spirit Catholic Church follows the
Duncanville ISD schedule for bad weather days. If
DISD schools close, we close and any activities
scheduled for that day/night are considered cancelled.

The children’s Christmas choir practices
5o, . |every Saturday from 10 - 11:30 am in the
%) ", | church. Children will sing for the St. Nicho-

las Breakfast, Sunday, December 13 at
8:30 am in the gym and Christmas Eve, December 24 at
5:30 pm in the Church. Regular Choir rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:35 pm and Saturdays at 4:00 pm. Brass,
woodwinds and string instruments are especially welcome
to participate in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Masses. Please contact Felipe Ramirez for more infor-
mation:

Sacramental Preparation

The CONFIRMATION overnight STUDENT RETREAT
is THIS WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 14-15 from 7:30 pm
Saturday evening through 11:30 am Sunday morn-
ing. All questions regarding the Confirmation re-
treat should be directed to Devyn Buschow at extension
16.

Our NEXT SESSION for the SACRAMENT OF REC-
ONCILIATION is THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 from
1:30-3:45 pm in the gym and does include both par-
ent_ and child. Contact Sharon Bush at 972.298.9460
for any childcare needs; contact Lisa Estrada if you have
a conflict with the meeting date and are unable to attend.
Again, because we have so many children preparing for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and we have tons of
activities to do in our short two hours together, please be
on time so that we can start on time.

Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism
(ages 6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada.
Our next baptismal preparation class for parents and
godparents is Saturday, January 16, 2016, from 9 am to
12:30 pm. All completed paperwork must be turned in at
least two weeks prior to the class date.

0000000000000 000
SPECIAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER

Wednesday, December 2, 7:00 pm
Parish Advent Penance Service
There will be extra priests available.
Childcare will be provided by making a
reservation at 972-298-4971 x 19 by Monday,
November 30.

Tuesday, December 8
Feast of Inmaculate Conception
Masses: 8:30 am, 6:00 & 7:30 pm
Holy Day of Obligation
Pastoral Office Closed

Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass: In Spanish only at 5:30 pm
Mexican dinner to follow Mass

Saturday, December 19
Simbang Gabi
Mass: 6:00 am
Filipino breakfast to follow Mass

This year the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe will
be celebrated at the 5:30 pm Saturday Mass on De-
cember 12. This Mass will be celebrated 100% en-
tirely in Spanish. However, all are invited to come
celebrate this unique Feast for Our Lady.
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
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There are no Faith Formation classes next
Sunday, November 22 or on Sunday,
November 29 so that we can celebrate and

enjoy the Thanksgiving Holidays! Classes
resume on Sunday, December 6.

Kindergarten Family Sessions are this Sunday,
November 15 in the dining room, so parents plan
on joining your child during their normal Faith
Formation class for a great hands-on, faith-filled
experience! As these sessions are intended for both
the parent and child, please don't drop your child off
and leave because youlll be missing out on a
wonderful opportunity to spend some quality one-on-
one time with your child. To ensure minimal
disruption, our nursery is available for younger
siblings.

PARENTS: These grade level Family Sessions
ARE NOT associated with our sacramental prepara-
tion program, which is COMPLETELY SEPARATE.
Our grade level Family Sessions are designed to
give you an opportunity to actually experience what
your child is being taught and learning in their Faith
Formation class.

Kudos to all the Faith Formation classes for an
awesome fire drill last Sunday! We will have an
“unannounced” drill in the Spring....

And a belated thank you to Ms. Frankie Avalos
who came out and helped with our Halloween
Spooktacular set-up! | apologize for the
omission....
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Sunday,
December 13
8:30-11:30 a.m.
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Community Life

SUNDAY MORNI NG FOOD & FEL

~ Tya_males by CDA
‘2' Q WOmenOS ACTS ReQ/t |r Join us in the Gy
— Coming Soon! December 3--6, 2015 orders for the holidays.
“Prepare the way of the Lord, Next Sunday, November

make straight his paths” Luke 3:4 Thanksgiving Break
We are on Thanksgiving Break! Ha

You are invited to join us forarp e availtable again on Dec. 6 wher
extraordinary weekend!

Adult And Family Ministry

ThanksGlI VI NG LUNCH: You
An ACTS retreat allows an opportunity for each person to Thursday ;1 Nalw.m 26

focus on his or her faith and its application in daily life, to build Holy Spirit will be offering a Thanksgiving Day Lunch for all those

purpose in one’s prayer life, to increase their presence at the who would like to attend. See the insert in today’s bulletin or stop by

liturgy, and to cultivate frién dships among members of the the table in the Narthex for more information on volunteering or attend-

A ing.
Church Community.
Register online:  http://www.holyspiritcatholic.com/womens- Our Lady of Guadalupe Ma
acts-retreat. Register in person: At the front desk of the Saturday;5:D3C .pnm2Mass with dir
Community Center, or with: Director, Brenda Garza, 979-484- There will be a planning meeting for OLG on Thursday, Dec. 3 at 7pm
9649, bgaza2004@yahoo.com Co-Director, Cynthia Padilla, for anyone_who is interested in helping with the §Vent or contact
214-926-3801, chencha_37@yahoo.com Cindy Meyer at cindymeyer @ho
! - y ) ** More information to come af
Outreach
Thanksgiving Food Baskets: We are collecting turkeys,
Marriage Enrichment Evenlng \A_CH gravy, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, flour, oil, sugar, cranberry
Y O,U R sauce and evaporated milk to make up complete holiday dinners
A Relationship-Enriching Evening for S AVA for the needy in our community. A complete list of items needed
Engaged & Married Couples of any age! e ing is on the pamphlet rack in the Narthex. Please bring all turkeys
A hilarious look at love, life and marriage to the Community Center. Other items may be left in the
that uses nationally known Mark Gungor’s Outreach Food Box. We need these items by Tuesday,
unique blend of humor, solid relationship skills and principles. 'C\':;‘:"n”;iﬁr 17. Thank you for all that you do for others in our
Potluck 6:30 pm— Program 7:00-9:00 pm v N .
For more information call: = Angel Trge Fa!n.llles:. Are you, your faml_ly or’?group
Billv or Davida Callender: 214-645-8254 o “ﬂ,‘s \J\“ﬁ“‘ |nteresteq_|n providing gifts for a family this Chrlstma_s. Angel
iy QNGO Tree families have anywhere between two to seven children per
Email: billy-davida@hotmail.com ‘0 family (average 3 children per family). If interested in providing
Christmas toys and clothing for an Angel Tree family please call

Donna at 972-298-4971 x20.

Rachel’s Corner

“The more you focus on your faults, it gives them more and more
power and strength over you. Remember God already loves you
before you even try to begin to do better.” (Joyce Meyer / Joyce
Meyer Ministries) Come on a Rachel's Vineyard™ Retreat and
be empowered by His abundant love as He heals your wounds.
Please contact Abortion AfterCare-Healing /The Rachel
Ministries at healing@racheldallas.org or call 214.544.CARE
(2273). All inquiries are kept strictly confidential.

@ Worldwide Marriade Encounter

Nov.-151.4 2 WHil® we await Jesus’ coming let us
continue to live for Him and live in His love in all we do,
especially in our marriage relationship. The next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend is January 22-24, 2016. Dates
fill fast. To apply, visit our websiteat: ht t p: / / www. df wme . or g/
a p p.|Fygr more information e-mailappl v @d f wrme . dFijgance

call 469-444-0904. Para mas informacion de Encuentro Weekend of November 7/8
Matrimonial en Espanol, escriba a e mmd f w @g maoi | om o
visitht t p: / / www. seccionl5. org/ $22,422.93 Weekly Contributions
$ 2,425.00 On-Line Giving
$22,365.00 Average Weekly Expenses
Office of Adult & Family Ministry $ 2,482.93 Surplus
Richard Johnson ~ richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x23 Balance in Future Fund $32,196.00

Veronica Houston ~ veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 972-298-4971 x26 o
Thank you for your contributions and May God Bless You.
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