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From The Pastor’s Desk

Weekly Readings

In the early part of 20th Century, there was a Protestant
preacher named Gipsy Smith. He was a persuasive orator
who drew large crowds and spoke eloquently of his faith in
Christ. One day one of his critics said to him, “Mr. Smith,
you are dreaming.” To which the preacher replied, “If I am
dreaming, let me dream on.” His pianist, Edwin Young,
heard that remark and later wrote a song about it, the first
verse of which goes something like this:
“Let me dream on, if I am dreaming. Let me dream on, my
sins are gone. Night turns to dawning; sunlight is beaming;
so if I am dreaming, let me dream on.”
It’s a lovely sentiment. But, I find myself resisting the basic
concept. It seems to me that there is already too much of a
tendency to think of Jesus in terms of a beautiful dream.
Today’s Gospel reading presents a contrasting point of
view. Jesus, along with three of his disciples, had gone up
into a mountain, where they could be alone to think and talk
and pray. Apparently, the climb was exhausting, because
the disciples soon fell fast asleep. In the meantime, Jesus
was transfigured. “His face changed in appearance, and his
clothing became dazzling white.” Then we are told that the
disciples awakened from their sleep and saw his glory.
That statement stands in sharp contrast to many of us.
We seem to think the glory of Christ can best be seen in our
dreams. In a Mass service such as this, we hear the music,
feel the beauty of the sanctuary, and our souls are renewed
by the grace of the Eucharist. Thus, for a brief time, we are
transported to another world and see lovely visions of the
glory of Christ. But, then we leave this place to go out and
face the cold, hard world of reality. And, there his glory
seems nothing but a dream; the real things in the real world
are force and power, greed and wealth. But, to those first
disciples, the exact opposite was true. When they were fully
awake, with their eyes wide open, they saw his glory.
What a redeeming thing it would be, if that same kind of
experience could be yours and mine. Of course, we would
not see him with radiant face and dazzling garments. But,
that would not matter. His real glory is in the life that he
lived and the truth that he taught.
I realize that it is not an unusual thing for people to sleep in
church, especially during homilies. But today, for these
moments, I hope we have gotten our eyes opened and
have seen our Lord in all his glory. Far from being an empty
dream, he is the most solid, realistic fact in the whole world.

Fr. Joe
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for Us!

Sunday, Feb. 21
Gn 15: 5-12, 17-18, Phil 3:17-4:1, Lk 9:28b-36
Monday, Feb. 22
1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday, Feb. 23
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday, Feb. 24 Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
Thursday, Feb. 25 Jer 17: 5-10; Lk 16:19-31
Friday, Feb. 26
Gn 37: 3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday, Feb. 27
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday, Feb. 28
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12, Lk 13:1-9

Liturgy, Reconciliation & Activities
Sunday, Feb. 21 Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 a.m.
Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit
8:00 a.m.
K of C Parish Blood Drive
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation/Adult Clusters 1, 2
9:15/11:15 a.m. Kindergarten Family Session
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—John & Joyce McCain
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Aldin & Imelda Bation
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Ed & Lydia Bustamente
Monday, Feb. 22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Dionisio Faculnclo
7:00 p.m.
Young Adults
Tuesday, Feb. 23
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Thomas Eric Duncan
7:00 p.m.
“The One Thing is Three” Class
7:00 p.m.
“Finding True Happiness” Class
7:30 p.m.
K of C 1st Degree Team Installation Meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 24
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Gustave Irby Broussard
9:30 a.m.
Legion of Mary
6:00 p.m.
Confessions / Family Prayer Group
7:00 p.m.
Parish Reconciliation
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Scripture Study
7:00 p.m.
RCIA Catechetical Session
Thursday, Feb. 25
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Roberto Borrego Jr.
6:30 p.m.
CPR Training for Ushers
7:30 p.m.
Choir Practice
Friday, Feb. 26
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Holy Mass—Bob Rombach
1st Friday Expo/Adoration/Benediction
K of C Fish Fry
Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, Feb. 27
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Isabel Magnusson
10:00 a.m.
Memorial Mass for Mary K. Kuklenski
3:30 p.m.
Confessions until 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
5:00 p.m.
Marriage Encounter Circle
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Elodia Riojas
6:30 p.m.
Marriage Enrichment
Sunday, Feb. 28 Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 a.m.
Holy Mass—Bulletin Sponsors
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:15/11:15 a.m. PreK 4 Family Session
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation/Adult Clusters 1, 2
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Sabrina Dellinger
11:15 a.m.
RCIA Confirmation Preparation
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Msgr. Bernard Gully
1:30 p.m.
First Communion Sacramental Preparation
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Jeanette Rabaglia
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Youth Ministry

Sacramental Preparation

Youth Stations of the Cross presentation: will be THIS
Friday, Feb. 26. After the Fish Fry come over to the
sanctuary for our shadow stations at 7:00 p.m.
You
won’t
want
to
miss
them!

The next Confirmation parent & student session is
Sunday, Mar. 6 from 1:30-3:45 p.m. in the Gym. Be sure
to get those At Home Family Activity Sheets completed.
Also, all baptismal certificates and sponsor forms are now
due. If you missed last Sunday’s (2/14) parent/student
session, you must contact Devyn Bushow (x16), as soon as
possible to discuss continued sacrament preparation
eligibility. Also, a special thank you to the 1st Grade parents
and students for the lovely flower pot gifts, which were
presented to the Confirmation students at our Feb. 14
meeting.

Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser: Mark your
calendars for Saturday, Mar. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets will be
on sale for the next two weekends in the Narthex! All
proceeds go towards our mission trip to New Orleans!
Middle School & High School Sex & Sexuality
Mini-Series: THIS Sunday we begin our three-part Sex
and Sexuality Mini-Series. 7th and 8th grade will be using
resources from Theology of the Body. 9 th-12th grade will be
listening to speakers from the Theology of the Body
Evangelization Team (TOBET). Parents, if you have any
questions
about
our
series
please
E-mail
Youth
Ministry
Director:
Devyn
Buschow:
devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org
REMINDER:
Holy Spirit Catholic Church’s Friday
Lenten schedule is as follows:
Holy Hour:
Fish Fry:

9:00—10:00 a.m.
5:00—7:30 p.m.

sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Confessions: 6:00—7:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross: 7:00 p.m.
(Mar. 4: 6:30 p.m.)
Fasting: In addition to Ash Wednesday, fasting should be
observed on Good Friday by all who are 18-59 years-old.
When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal.
Two smaller meals may also be taken, but should not be
equal to a full meal.
Abstinence from meat on Fridays of Lent should be
observed by all who have reached their 14th birthday.

with

Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio

Bestselling author and EWTN host returns to help us
grow closer to Jesus during the Holy Year of Mercy.

Friday, Mar. 4 & Saturday, Mar. 5, 7:00 P.M.
March 4: “The Holy Year of Mercy” : The Meaning and Power of Mercy
& How to Build Mercy in Our Families, Parish and Community
March 5: “Confession: The Sacrament of Mercy

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in honor of
Peggy Finger.

The first Parent & Student session for the Sacrament of
Eucharist is NEXT Sunday, Feb. 28 from 1:30-3:45 p.m.
in the Gym.
Since we have a very large group of children preparing for
their First Communion, please arrive on time so that we can
cover all the necessary material and still leave on time.
Don’t forget to contact Sharon Bush at (972) 298-9460 for
your childcare needs.
For those who have yet to complete the required make-up
Parent Meeting, you must do so before this date in order for
your child to continue in the sacramental preparation
process. Please contact Lisa Estrada (x12).
Also, as indicated at the Parent-Only Meeting and in
correspondence sent this past week, we will be signing
up for First Communion Mass times NEXT Sunday,
Feb. 28. Parents, may arrive no earlier than 12:30 p.m.
in the Gym to pick up a number assignment or you may wait
until the end of the Parent/Student session to select your
Mass time. There are 18 slots available per Mass time, on a
first-come, first-serve basis. Telephone reservations
will not be accepted.
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages 6
and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada. Our next
baptismal preparation class for parents and godparents is
Saturday, Mar. 5, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. All required
completed paperwork must be turned in 2 weeks prior to the
class date. There will be no baptisms during Lent.

Finance
Ash Wednesday Collection

$ 6,937.50

Weekend of February 13-14
Contributions (Online, Mail & Collections)

$23, 379.95

Average Weekly Expenses
Deficit

($24,038.00)
($ 658.05)

Balance in Future Fund

$35,210.71

Thank you for your generous support of the parish,
our Diocese and the global Catholic Church.
May God bless you!
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What a great response we had to
our Valentine’s Day cupcake
fundraiser! Thank you so much to
everyone who came out and
supported Children’s Faith Formation
and assisted in our quest to purchase new
die cuts for our program. The “kissing” booth was so
much fun and a great venue to sell our cupcakes and
cookies, which we sold out of! We are still tallying up
the final costs versus donations and hope to have that
final number ready for next week’s bulletin.
A special thanks to Marybeth Engle
& Alex Sabo for their very generous
donations to the cause and Mary
Jorgensen & Jim Russell for their
creative salesmanship. Also thank you to: Sharon
Bush, Dwana & Zoe Cordova, Ana Maria Garza,
Ligia
&
Daniella
Gutierrez,
Ana
&
Isabella Jarecke, Melisa Limones and Sandra Rios
for making all those beautiful treat bags! They turned
out so cute….Thank you, ladies, so very much!
Kindergarten Family Sessions are THIS Sunday,
Feb. 21 in the Dining Room at your child’s
regularly scheduled Faith Formation time. Parents,
please join your child for another faith-filled session!
Remember, these are NOT part of the sacramental
preparation process.
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Our annual DOVE Lenten Pantry
Project for 2016 is officially off the
ground! After our first Sunday of
collecting paper/toiletry items, here’s
what we have thus far: PK3&4—0
containers of Clorox/Lysol sanitizing
wipes; Kinder—2 containers of
toothpaste/toothbrushes; 1st—1 roll of paper towels;
2nd—51 bars of soap; 3rd—32 rolls of toilet paper;
4th—4
bottles
of
dish
soap;
5th—4
canisters of deodorant; and 6th—7 bottles of
shampoo/conditioner.
All these items may be brought in on a voluntary basis.
However, the grade donating the most will receive a
“Just Desserts” ice cream social at the end of the year!
We realize these items are out of the norm for
Children’s Faith Formation, but they are items heavily
in demand of Outreach. We appreciate a challenge!
All parishioners are invited to participate! Just
drop your donations off in the Outreach Box located in
the Narthex and mark them DOVE Project.
Thanking everyone in advance!

PreK 4 Family Sessions are
NEXT Sunday, Feb. 28.
Our new Theology of the Body mini-series for
Grades 4-6 continues THIS Sunday, Feb. 21 with
the 5th Grade TOBET Presentation. Additionally, 4th
Grade will begin one of its two boy/girl follow-up
sessions conducted by your child’s catechists and 6th
Grade will have its pre-TOBET presentation also
facilitated by your child’s catechists, this Sunday also.
Parents, in order to allow for more open
classroom conversation, as well as adhering to safe
environment requirements, you are welcome to attend
the TOBET presentations only. Please feel free to
contact Deborah Pearson (x14) with any questions or
concerns.

No Faith Formation Classes
Sunday, Mar 13!
We return on Palm Sunday, Mar. 20

ATTENTION VBS VOLUNTEERS!
If you have served as a coordinator at
any of our past Vacation Bible Schools,
I need your input! I am considering a
big change to this year’s VBS and
would like to hear what you think.
Join me Sunday, Mar. 6 10:45 a.m. in
Room 101 to hear my proposal.
Your feedback will be greatly appreciated!
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Adult & Family Ministry

Community Life Ministry

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please E-mail:
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org
Veronica Houston: veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org

SUNDAY MORNING FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
Today: Coffee & Donuts
Join us in the Gym for some delicious donuts, juice &
coffee.

with

Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio

Bestselling author and EWTN host returns to help us
grow closer to Jesus during the Holy Year of Mercy.

Friday, Mar. 4 & Saturday, Mar. 5, 7:00 P.M.
March 4: “The Holy Year of Mercy” : The Meaning and Power of Mercy
& How to Build Mercy in Our Families, Parish and Community
March 5: “Confession: The Sacrament of Mercy

NEXT Sunday, Feb. 28: Cinnamon Rolls
Next week the Youth will be raising money for their summer
mission trip to Louisiana. Come support our Youth and
enjoy the yummy cinnamon rolls!

Parish Blood Drive THIS SUNDAY:
8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Community Center Gym
If you did not sign up last week, walk-ins are still
welcome. Eligible donors are 17 years of age weighing
at least 110 lbs. and in general good health (16 years old
with signed parental permission). There will also be free
donuts and fruit for all donors and their family members. Oftentimes, persons with Type 2 Diabetes are
eligible depending on meds.

Lenten Fish Fry: Friday, Feb. 26
Thérèse: The Story of a Soul, the moving, live production
performed by actress Audrey Ahern and directed by Patti
Defilippis of Saint Luke Productions, will be presented live at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church on Monday, Mar. 14,
7:00 p.m.
In this one-woman performance, Thérèse speaks directly to
you, the audience, with humor, grace and humility. Her
honest, direct spirituality speaks powerfully to our busy
culture, with the encouraging message that anyone can
become a saint. The program is filled with all the elements
of professional theater, runs 75 minutes. Suitable for all
ages!
Admission: $10 each, or $30 for families of 4 or more.
For tickets and additional information, contact Holy
Spirit Church Office at 972-298-4971. Buy tickets in
advance at www.holyspiritcatholic.com or at the church
office.
(Cash
only
at
the
door.)
Watch the trailer & learn more at www.ThereseDrama.com

Marriage Enrichment Evening
Saturday, Feb. 27 6:30 p.m.
Room 212 Community Center
continuing Intimate Graces
In Intimate Graces, bestselling author and Catholic media
personality Teresa Tomeo and her husband, Dominick
Pastore, invite couples to enrich their marriages by
practicing the 14 Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.
Potluck 6:30 p.m.

Program 7:00-9:00 p.m.

For more information contact: Billy or Davida Callender: (214) 645-8254
or E-mail: billy-davida@hotmail.com

Our annual K of C Lenten Fish Fry is in full swing. Join us
each Friday in Lent, 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. There are some new
items on the menu and door prizes to be given away on the
final Friday, Mar. 18. Each Adult meal purchased every Friday gives you a chance to win a Flat Screen TV, A Boys
Easter Basket or a Girls Easter Basket!

Outreach Ministry
Discover how our diocese celebrates Black History
Month. Please visit the Diocese of Dallas website at
www.cathdal.org/blackcatholics.
Prayer Chain: Would you like to make a difference in
someone’s life? Please consider joining our prayer chain.
All we ask you to do is, take some time out of your day to
pray for the needs of others and invite family and friends to
join us. You will need a working email address. If interested,
please E-mail holyspiritemprch@yahoo.com and let us
know that you would like to join our prayer chain.
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ Mar. 11-13 is an
extraordinary opportunity for anyone who struggles with the
emotional and spiritual pain of abortion. The retreat weekend is a unique and effective process designed
specifically to help those suffering from an abortion
experience the mercy and compassion of God. The
weekend will help the suffering find a voice, and transform
the pain of the past into hope. Rachel’s Vineyard ™ is a
“therapy for the soul” which combines psychological and
spiritual healing. For more information and to register, call
the Abortion AfterCare Healing helpline (214) 544-CARE
(2273) or email healing@racheldallas.org. You may also
visit the website www.racheldallas.org. All inquiries are kept
strictly confidential.

