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From The Pastor’s Desk

Weekly Readings

Commonly, we think of religion as a good thing; a positive
influence that helps people do a better job of living. And,
clearly, this is often the case. St. Francis of Assisi had that kind
of religion. His faith in God made him an instrument of peace.
It sent him forth to sow pardon where there was injury, hope
where there was despair, and joy where there was sadness.
Throughout history the greatest achievements of character
have been instructed and inspired by religious faith. When
religion is healthy and robust, it is positive influence, enabling
people to do a better job of living. But when religion gets sick, it
then becomes a negative influence, belittling and downgrading
human life.
Today’s Gospel reading draws a comparison and shows the
sharp contrast between these two kinds of religious faith.
The Scribes and Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman guilty of
adultery. They reminded him that according to the Law of
Moses she should be stoned. But, they wanted to know what
he would recommend. His response took them totally by
surprise. He simply said, “Let the one among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Knowing they
had been outsmarted, these self-righteous guardians of the
public morality, one by one, melted into the crowd and slipped
away.
The irony behind this story is, both Jesus and the Pharisees
were devotees of the same religion. In modern parlance, we
would say that they both belong to the same church. They read
the same sacred Scriptures. They believed in the same God,
but how different the results. One was cruel; the other was
kind. One was scheming and deceitful; the other was open and
honest. One was eager to condemn; the other was eager to
redeem.
Those widely-separated consequences – all motivated by the
same religion – the time-honored faith of Abraham, Moses,
and the prophets. How could that be? Well, the point is that
any religion can go wrong. However ancient its traditions,
however accurate its doctrines, however beautiful its rituals,
any religion can lose its health and become sick. And, that
includes your religion and mine.
The American Cancer Society talks about “the seven warning
signs of cancer.” They emphasize that however healthy your
body may seem to be, if one of these warning signs appears,
you should sit up and take notice. It could mean the beginning
of a malignant growth somewhere in your otherwise healthy
body.
Well, let’s ask ourselves about the warning signs of a sick
religion. What are they? I like to mention, not seven, but two.
One, is that we become increasingly conscious of the sins of
other people and decreasingly aware of our own. Another, is
that we start caring more for rules than we do for people.
We all know that it’s good idea to have a regular physical
checkup. Surely, we should do the same in the spiritual realm.
Our religion can get sick just as our bodies can. But, it doesn’t
have to stay that way. Jesus is called the Great Physician. An
honest and open visit with Him could put your faith or mine on
the road to recovery.

Fr. Joe
Pray for the Souls in Purgatory!

Sunday, Mar. 13
Monday, Mar. 14
Tuesday, Mar. 15
Wednesday, Mar. 16
Thursday, Mar. 17
Friday, Mar. 18
Saturday, Mar. 19
Sunday, Mar. 20

Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 8:12-20
Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42
Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
2 Sm 7:4-5a; 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18,22;
Lk 2:41-51a
Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11;

Liturgy, Reconciliation & Activities
Sunday, Mar. 13 Fourth Sunday of Lent—Daylight Savings Time Begins!
8:00 a.m.
Holy Mass—Zeb Baird
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Edward Baptista
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Rosa deVivode Russo
Monday, Mar. 14
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Leo & Philomena Mattingly
7:00 p.m.
St. Therese: The Story of a Soul Play
Tuesday, Mar. 15
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Maria Magana
1:00 p.m.
Women’s Spirituality
7:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday Practice
7:00 p.m.
“Hearts Afire” Class
7:30 p.m.
K of C Officer’s Meeting
Wednesday, Mar. 16
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Herb DeLeon
9:30 a.m.
Legion of Mary
6:00 p.m.
Confessions / Family Prayer Group
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Scripture Study
7:00 p.m.
Community Life Commission Mtg.
Thursday, Mar. 17 St. Patrick
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Raymond & Felisa Gumapac
6:30 p.m.
Catholic Daughters General Meeting
7:00 p.m.
“New Day” Class
7:30 p.m.
Choir Practice
Friday, Mar. 18
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Holy Mass—Bob Rombach
1st Friday Exposition/Adoration/Benediction
K of C Fish Fry
Confessions
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, Mar. 19 St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Jennifer & Fred Harris Family
9:00 a.m.
Baptismal Preparation Class
3:30 p.m.
Confessions until 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
5:00 p.m.
Marriage Encounter Circle Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Larry Eldridge
6:30 p.m.
Marriage Enrichment
Sunday, Mar. 20 PALM SUNDAY
8:00 a.m.
Holy Mass—…
Raymond Del Bosque
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:15/11:15 a.m. 6th Grade Family Session
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation/Adult Clusters 1, 2
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Martha Noratto
10:30 a.m.
Adult & Family Ministry Commission Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Kenneth DeKleva
1:30 p.m.
Youth and RCIA Confirmation Preparation
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit
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Youth Ministry

Sacramental Preparation

Reminder: NO Youth Ministry tonight because of Spring
Break! Enjoy the time with your family!

The next Confirmation Parent & Student Session is Sunday,
Apr. 3 1:00—4:00 p.m. in the church (Please note the time
change.)
Please
mark
your
calendars
to
attend, as this is the last session of the year and includes
practice! Also, your sponsor should attend. All paperwork is
now due! Contact Devyn Buschow x16 with any questions
regarding Confirmation.

Permission slips are on the website for some upcoming
awesome events! Check out the details below. Download
and print the forms to complete and turn in at:
holyspiritcatholic.com/permission-slips.
HSY Spring Retreat at The Pines:
Apr. 8-10
Cost: $75 (includes: transportation, lodging, high ropes
course and all meals and snacks). Open to all high school
students. Are you Called?
Alive in You! Mission Trip to New Orleans:
June 27-July 3. Cost: $450 (includes: transportation,
lodging, t-shirt, meals, snacks and conference costs). Open
to all high school students for the 2016-2017 school year.
This year we will be talking about the Ten Commandments
and what it means to Live Free! Check out more about the
camp at www.aliveinyou.com!

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
SCHEDULE
Holy Thursday: Mar. 24
8:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. – Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 7:00 a.m. on Good Friday
Good Friday: Mar. 25
8:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. – Stations of the Cross in the Courtyard
3:45 p.m. – Divine Mercy Prayers
7:30 p.m. – Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday: Mar. 26
10:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer / Easter Vigil Rehearsal
No Confessions at 3:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m. – Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday: Mar. 27
7:30 a.m. - Holy Mass (LY’s Attendance: 688)
9:30 am – Holy Mass (LY’s Attendance: 918)
9:45 am – Holy Mass—Gym (LY’s Attendance: 294)
11:30 a.m. – Holy Mass (LY’s Attendance: 1080)
Note: There will be NO 5:30 p.m. Sunday Mass
Also please note the following important information:
Childcare WILL NOT be available during Holy Week.
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: Holy Thursday 12 Noon,
Good Friday, and Easter Week (Monday, Mar. 28–
Wednesday, Mar. 30).
There will be Communion Services daily this week.
No Confession on Wednesday, Mar. 30.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in memory of
John & Lorraine Murphy, requested by Jane Witt.

If you missed the First Communion Parent & Student Session, please contact Lisa Estrada x12. You will be unable to
select your First Communion Mass time until you do.

Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages 6
and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada.
There will be no baptisms during the Season of Lent. More
information will be announced in future bulletins about the
next baptismal class coming up in June.
REMINDER: As we come to the end of Lent, Holy Spirit
Catholic Church’s Friday Lenten schedule concludes this
Friday, Mar. 18 and is as follows:
Holy Hour:
9:00—10:00 a.m.
Final Fish Fry: 5:00—7:30 p.m.
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Confessions: 6:00—7:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross: 7:00 p.m.

Adoration Opportunity: Holy Thursday
Can you spend one Hour with Our
Lord? We will have Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament throughout the night
on Holy Thursday after the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper (9:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. on
Good Friday). Sign-up in the Narthex for
your preferred time slot. Come alone or
bring your family members!

Wear Red for Palm Sunday!
Please wear red clothing to Mass
on Palm Sunday, NEXT Sunday,
Mar. 20.
Red represents both the fire of the
Holy Spirit and the blood of the
martyrs as we enter into Holy
Week and the Passion of the Lord.

Finance
Due to an early bulletin deadline, financial report for the
week of March 5/6 is not available. We will report this in
next week’s bulletin.
Thank you for your continued generous support of the
parish, our Diocese and the global Catholic Church.
May God bless you!
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Due to Spring Break early
bulletin deadlines, there are no
new numbers to report for our
DOVE Lenten Panty Project!
Keep those donations coming!
Our last day to accept designated
items is NEXT Sunday, Mar. 20.

There are NO Faith Formation classes
THIS Sunday, Mar. 13!
Classes resume NEXT Sunday, Mar. 20
(Palm Sunday).
6th Grade Family Sessions are scheduled for NEXT
Sunday, Mar. 20 in the Dining Room at your child’s
regularly scheduled Faith Formation time. Parents,
join your child for another faith-filled session!
Remember, these are NOT part of the sacramental
preparation process.

Early Registration for the 2016/17 Faith Formation
and Sacramental Preparation year begins Sunday,
Apr. 10 after all morning masses in the Gym.
A few things to note prior to registering:









We are gladly accepting donations of plastic Easter
eggs; large or small, and individually wrapped Easter
candy for our newly revamped Easter Egg Hunt to
be held on Sunday, Apr. 3 as part of the
Children’s
Faith
Formation
Program.
The children will actually stuff the eggs in their Faith
Formation class on Palm Sunday so they have
something to look forward to (the anticipation!) after
Easter. In fact, we’ll have an egg stuffing station in the
gym on Palm Sunday if you want to join the fun!
Confirmation/First Communion families: If you’re
looking for a service project, here you go! If you would
like to help us out with egg/candy donations, just drop
them off at the Community Center front desk, Attn:
Faith Formation.
Please feel free to contact Deborah
(972) 298-4971 x14, with any questions.

Pearson

You have to reregister and complete new paperwork each year. This is so we have the most
current information on file.
You must be a registered member of Holy Spirit
prior to registering for Faith Formation classes.
You will be able to register your own family for
Faith Formation. However, so that we can
ensure proper completion of registration paperwork, you will not be able to take paperwork for
other family members/neighbors.
A minimum payment of 50% is due at the time
of registration with the remaining balance paid
by Aug. 1 or your child WILL NOT be placed on a
class roster.
Credit cards (not debit) will be accepted on
Apr. 10 for Faith Formation payments.
For
information
regarding
Sacramental
Preparation requirements, please visit with one of
the available Faith Formation staff members.*

After Apr. 10, you can pick up registration
paperwork at the Community Center front desk on
Sunday mornings while Faith Formation is in
session or during the week Monday—Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact Deborah Pearson, Devyn Buschow
or Lisa Estrada.
*Faith Formation/Youth Ministry attendance will be verified at
the time of registration. In order to be eligible for
Sacramental Preparation, satisfactory attendance, per our
policy, of six (6) absences or less for the 2015/16
Faith Formation year is required.
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Adult & Family Ministry

Community Life Ministry

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please email:
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org
Veronica Houston: icahouston@holyspiritcc.org

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship
Today: SPRING BREAK!
See you next week! Have a safe and restful Spring Break!
Next Sunday, Mar. 20: Breakfast Tacos

Thérèse: The Story of a Soul, the moving, live production
performed by actress Audrey Ahern and directed by Patti
Defilippis of Saint Luke Productions, will be presented at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church on Monday, Mar. 14 at 7:00
p.m.
In this one-woman performance, Thérèse speaks directly to
you, the audience, with humor, grace and humility. Her
honest, direct spirituality speaks powerfully to our busy
culture, with the encouraging message that anyone can
become a saint. The program is filled with all the elements
of professional theater, runs 75 minutes, and is suitable for
all ages.
Admission is $10 each, or $30 for families of 4 or more.
For tickets and additional information, contact
Holy Spirit Church Parish Office at (972) 298-4971.
Reservations in advance at https://secure.acceptiva.com/?
cst=5e7770 or at the church office. Cash only at the
door.
Watch
the
trailer
&
learn
more
at
www.ThereseDrama.com.

Living the Year of Mercy
Parish Retreat
How to be a missionary of mercy in our own
community and around the world.

Featuring Maryknoll Lay Missioner, Ken Eppes

Saturday, Apr. 23 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Singles, couples, & families of all ages are all
encouraged to attend!
Cost: Adults: $10.00 Teens (13 –18 yrs.): Free
Lunch provided

Childcare provided ages 1-12 yrs. Please call (972) 298-9460 at least
3 days in advance for childcare reservations.
A donation is expected for the use of childcare.

Announcing the Return of the Holy Spirit Library!
The Holy Spirit Library will re-open this fall!
Please view our wish list on the Holy Spirit
website under Adult and Family Ministry for
donation and volunteer opportunities. Text or
call Katherine Reves (214) 929-9228 with
questions or to volunteer.
The mission of the Holy Spirit Catholic Church Library is to
foster discipleship in parishioners of all ages by making
available materials that will help them grow in their Catholic
faith and inspire and comfort them along their life journeys.

FINAL Lenten Fish Fry: THIS Friday, Mar. 18
We hope you will join us for the Final Lenten Fish
Fry this Friday from 5:00p.m. - 7:30 p.m. The
door prizes will be given away at this evening’s
meal. You could win a Flat Screen TV, A Boys’
Easter Basket or a Girls’ Easter Basket.
See you there!
Easter Vigil Reception: Saturday, Mar. 26
We will be in need of finger foods for our Easter Vigil
Reception. If you would like to contribute to our
celebration, we will be accepting food starting at 6:00 p.m.
on Saturday, Mar. 26. Please join us in welcoming our new
Catholic brothers and sisters! If you have any questions
contact Cindy Meyer at cindymeyer@holyspiritcc.org or
(972) 298-4971 x24.

Outreach Ministry
Parish Volunteer Opportunity: We’re looking for
parishioners to help us deliver the items we have collected
during Lent to the various organizations we’re helping.
If you’d like to help please call Donna Greenlee at
(972)-298-4971 x20.
Volunteers Needed: Hope
Mansion is a local residence
for women in crisis pregnancy
situations who choose not to
have an abortion. They have many opportunities for
volunteers to teach life skills classes, cook with the ladies,
hold tiny babies, lead residents in devotionals and prayer,
answer phones, and many other areas! For more
information or to volunteer please call (972) 293-3370.
Week Five: Lenten Giving – ASD –
AIDS Services of Dallas is the
largest provider of medically supportive
housing for people and families living
with HIV/AIDS in Texas. In the Dallas
area they provide housing, job
placement, transportation services for
medical care, meal services and social services such as
substance abuse counseling and grief support. Residents
are in need of bath soap, shampoo, deodorant, shaving
supplies, hand and body lotion, toilet paper, paper towels
and laundry detergent. You can leave donations labeled
“ASD” in the Outreach Box in the Narthex or if you would
like to write a check please make payable to Holy Spirit and
designate ASD.

