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Weekly Readings
Sunday, Mar. 27
Monday, Mar. 28
Tuesday, Mar. 29
Wednesday, Mar. 30
Thursday, Mar. 31
Friday, Apr. 1
Saturday, Apr. 2
Sunday, Apr. 3

Easter is commonly accepted, at least in this company, as
an historical fact. We believe that on a Sunday morning
2,000 years ago, the crucified Christ rose from the dead,
walked out of the tomb, and is alive for evermore.
Every year on this special day, we gather to celebrate that
historical fact. But, today, I would like for us to go beyond
the event itself and seek to ascertain something of its
significance. What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead mean to our world and to our lives?
There are, of course, many possible answers to that
question but I would like to propose this one: Easter means
that the best is permanent: nothing can destroy it, not even
death.
Our Gospel reading says of John that he, “saw and
believed”, but it does not say exactly what he believed. The
initial Easter faith of all the disciples was necessarily
embryonic and ill-defined. All they knew at first was that
they stood in the presence of a profound mystery. But, as
the days went by, the meaning of this marvelous event
began to take shape in their minds.
In our reading from Acts, Peter proclaims that it was God
who raised him up. The resurrection was a divine initiative.
God, himself, had intervened. And, in our other reading,
Paul reminded the Colossians that they had been raised in
company with Christ; therefore he exhorted them to “think of
what is above, not of what is on earth.” It is those “things
above” that we are concerned with this morning; and we are
saying that Easter proclaims the permanence of life’s higher
values that the resurrection of Christ from the dead
guarantees that the best will never be lost.
Speaking for myself, I need that assurance today; I suspect
you need it, as well. In these waning times, things are
changing so rapidly that one is inclined to wonder what the
outcome will be. Those first disciples lived in a similar time
and faced the very same question. In the midst of an
unstable world, they had put their trust in Christ. Then came
Calvary, and even he seemed to be lost forever. But, on
Sunday morning, God raised him up, proclaiming to the
world that Christ and those things for which he stands are
permanent.
So, Easter is more than a message about personal
immorality, more than a solace for private grief. Easter is a
proclamation that the best things will never be lost.
Happy Easter!

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15
Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18
Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35
Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48
Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14
Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15
Acts 5:12-16; Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19;
Jn 20:19-31

Liturgy, Reconciliation & Activities
Sunday, Mar. 27 EASTER SUNDAY:
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
7:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Brenda Souter
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of John Thomas Post
9:45 a.m.
Holy Mass (Gym) - Intentions of Polina Lee
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Intentions of Oriana Vitrup
12:30 p.m.` Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
Monday, Mar. 28 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED—Easter Holiday
8:30 a.m. Communion Service
6:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
Tuesday, Mar. 29 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED—Easter Holiday
8:30 a.m. Communion Service
6:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
Wednesday, Mar. 30 PARISH OFFICE CLOSED—Easter Holiday
8:30 a.m. Communion Service
6:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
7:00 p.m. RCIA Catechetical Session
Thursday, Mar. 31
8:30 a.m.
Communion Service
6:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
7:30 p.m. Choir Practice
Friday, Apr. 1
8:30 a.m. Communion Service
7:00 p.m. First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
Saturday, Apr. 2
8:00 a.m.
Convalidation Workshop
8:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—For Those Hurt by Abortion
3:30 p.m.
Confessions
4:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Roberto & Esther Fernandez
6 30 p.m.
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet
Sunday, Apr. 3 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 a.m.
Holy Mass—Eglantina Gonzalez
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship
9:15 /11:15 a.m. 5th Grade family Sessions
9:15 /11:15 a.m. Chidlren’s Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunts /
Adult Clusters 1, 2
9:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Fred Lyons
11:15 a.m.
Adult Confirmation Preparation Session
11:30 a.m.
Holy Mass—Yasmine Ghanayem
1:00 p.m.
Confirmation Practice (Youth)
3:00 p.m.
Divine Mercy Prayer Service
5:30 p.m.
Holy Mass—Lorna Olsen
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Youth Ministry

Sacramental Preparation

Happy Easter! As a reminder Youth Ministry is not meeting
tonight. Rejoice and enjoy the day with your family!

The next Confirmation Parent & Student Session is
NEXT Sunday, Apr. 3 from 1:00—4:00 p.m. in the church
(Please note the time change). Please mark your calendars
to attend, as this is the last session of the year and includes
practice! Also, your sponsor should attend. All paperwork is
now due! Contact Devyn Buschow x16 with any
questions regarding Confirmation.

Permission slips are due this
Friday, Apr. 1 for our HSY Spring
Retreat to The Pines! All high
school students are welcome!
For more information Email devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org
or go to holyspiritcatholic.com/permission-slips.
Bring Your Parent to Youth Night on Sunday, Apr. 10!
All JHY and HSY parents are invited to our spring edition of
this fun night! Come and see what your teens have been up
to this year on Sunday evenings!

We
extend
a
special
welcome to all who are visiting
our parish for the first time, or
for the first time in a while on
this Easter Sunday! We invite
you to become a part of the
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
family! Join us weekly for mass!
Also, join us in all of the many ministries we offer here at our
parish! For more information please stop by our Parish
Office during regular business hours!

The next First Communion Parent & Student Session is
Sunday, Apr. 10 from 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. and includes
practice. Please contact Lisa Estrada x12, if you are
unable to attend this meeting.
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages 6
and under) should be directed to Lisa Estrada. Mark your
calendars for our next baptismal preparation class for
parents and godparents: Saturday, June 11, 9:00 a.m.12:30 p.m.

THE

DIVINE

MERCY

NOVENA:

Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine
Mercy (NEXT Sunday, Apr. 3) be preceded
by a Novena to the Divine Mercy which
would begin on Good Friday. He gave St.
Faustina an intention to pray for on each
day of the Novena, saving for the last day the most
difficult intention of all, the lukewarm and indifferent.
Please see the schedule in this week’s calendar for
dates and times for the Novena.

Parish Easter Holiday Schedule:
The Parish Office is CLOSED for the Easter Holiday:
Monday, Mar. 28
Tuesday, Mar. 29
Wednesday, Mar. 30
We will resume our regular office hours Thursday, Mar. 31.

UPDATE: We are now more
than half-way to our goal of
providing 10,000 meals for Kids
Against Hunger. Thanks to your
generosity, we have raised
enough money to provide 6,478 meals so far.
Remember, just $1.00 = 4 meals! We will continue our
collection until Apr. 3. Please help us get to our goal by
donating at the front desk in the Community Center.

Also, there will be Communion Services daily this week.
There will be no Confession, Wednesday, Mar. 30.

Finance
Weekend of March 19/20:
Contributions (Online, Mail & Collections)

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for the
intentions of Roman Yzaguirre, requested by Mary Lindsay.
Altar Flowers: If you would like to donate flowers to
decorate our altar in memory or celebration of a loved one,
please contact Mary Gruhlke in the Parish Office.

$28,445.23

Average Weekly Expenses
Surplus

($24,038.00)
($ 4,407.23 )

Balance in Future Fund

$35,210.71

Thank you for your generous support of the parish,
our Diocese and the global Catholic Church.
May God bless you!
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REMINDER: There are no Faith Formation
classes THIS Sunday, Mar. 27 due to the
Easter Holiday! The Faith Formation Office
wishes everyone a very blessed
and grace-filled Easter!
Classes resume NEXT Sunday, Apr. 3.
SPECIAL NOTE: There will not be an Easter egg hunt
on Easter Sunday. Children in the Faith Formation
program are invited to bring a basket on Apr. 3 to
enjoy the egg hunt as part of their Easter lesson plan.
5th Grade Family Sessions are scheduled for NEXT
Sunday, Apr. 3 in the dining room at your child’s
regularly
scheduled
Faith
Formation
time.
Parents, join your child for another faith-filled session!
Remember, these are NOT part of the sacramental
preparation process.
4th Grade Family Sessions are Sunday, Apr. 10.
An early heads-up that there will be NO 2nd Grade
Faith Formation classes on Sunday, Apr. 17 due to
First Communion Celebrations! However, all other
grade-level classes will meet as normal.
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2016
DOVE
LENTEN
PANTRY
PROJECT…
Congratulations to Kindergarten (1st) and PK3&4
(2nd) for donating the most items in this year’s Lenten
Program. A tremendous thank you to everyone who
participated in this outreach program from the catechists
to the students to the parents to the parishioners! We had
an awesome turnout and Outreach will finally have some
of the needed personal items to distribute to families in
need. The final amount of donations are: PK3&4—144
containers of Clorox/Lysol sanitizing wipes; Kinder—1,830
boxes of toothpaste/toothbrushes; 1st—88 rolls of paper
towels; 2nd—464 bars of soap; 3rd—182 rolls of toilet
paper; 4th—61 bottles of dish soap; 5th—81 canisters of
deodorant; and 6th—13 bottles of shampoo/conditioner.
Early Registration for the 2016/17 Faith Formation and
sacramental preparation year begins on Sunday,
Apr. 10 after all the morning Masses in the Gym.
After Apr. 10, you can pick up registration paperwork at
the Community Center front desk on Sunday mornings
while Faith Formation is in session or Monday-Thursday
between 10:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please contact Deborah Pearson, Devyn
Buschow, or Lisa Estrada.
*Faith Formation/Youth Ministry attendance will be
verified at the time of registration. In order to be
eligible for sacramental preparation, satisfactory
attendance, either here at Holy Spirit or at another
parish, of six (6) absences or less for the 2015/16 year
is required. If you are transferring from another
parish to Holy Spirit, an Attendance Verification Letter
from the Parish Faith Formation Office is required
prior to sacramental registration.

Don your fanciest hat, white gloves and feather
boa and join us for our annual Mother Daughter Tea on
Saturday, May 7 from 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Gym.
Come and enjoy an afternoon of dress-up, light lunch and tea and fond
memories. Cost is $10.00 per person and must be paid in advance.
In order to ensure ample supplies, please RSVP and pay to Deborah Pearson
no later than Monday, May 2. Seating is limited to the first 225
reservations so don’t delay in reserving your table for this event.
And, because it was such a great addition to last year’s tea, we’re
looking for a small group of hubbies/men who would like to be sharp dressed
men and serve at the tea. No cooking involved; just helping serve the food
and making the ladies feel special. Contact Deborah Pearson, if you’re
interested in helping!
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Adult & Family Ministry

Community Life Ministry

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please Email:
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org
Veronica Houston: veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship

Many thanks to the Knights, ACTS
sisters and brothers, Hearts Afire class
members, staff, and everyone who did
so much to make last week’s
production of Thérèse: The Story of a
Soul such a blessing. The stage manager wrote to say that
she and the actress are truly grateful for all the wonderful
volunteers here at Holy Spirit who took time to help them.
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming live performance
of Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy, on Monday, Oct.
24 also by St. Luke’s Productions!

Monday Morning Scripture Study
Life Eternal
The biblical promise of eternal life appears late in
Scripture, but it blossoms into fullness with the
resurrection of Christ. Explore the growing nature
of the hope of those who have called upon the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the past,
and the crystallization of our hope for eternal life in the victory of
Christ over death. Those with some familiarity with Scripture will
find it both inspiring and informative as the hope of eternal life
develops and crystallizes through the sweep of salvation history.

Monday Mornings 9:30-11:15 a.m.
Beginning Apr. 4 — 6 sessions
$22.00 registration fee covers the cost of all materials
Registration forms available in the
Narthex or Community Center

Announcing the Return of the Holy Spirit Library!
The Holy Spirit Library will re-open this fall!
Please view our wish list on the Holy Spirit
website listed under Adult & Family Ministry for
donation and volunteer opportunities. Text or call
Katherine Reves (214) 929-9228 with questions
or to volunteer.
The mission of the Holy Spirit Catholic Church Library is to
foster discipleship in parishioners of all ages by making
available materials that will help them grow in their Catholic
faith and inspire and comfort them along their life journeys.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Jesus Christ is risen! Jesus is our Lord and
Savior; all glory, honor and praise be to our Lord God Almighty.

Let Jesus truly be Lord of your life and your marriage.
Strengthen, renew, and rekindle your marriage sacrament
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
Apr. 1-3 or June 10-12. Dates fill fast. To apply, visit our
website: www.dfwme.org/apply. For more information Email:
apply@dfwme.org or call (469) 444-0904. Para mas
informacion de Encuentro Matrimonial en Espanol, escriba
a emmdfw@gmail.com or visit: www.seccion15.org/.

TODAY: Easter Sunday
See you next week! We hope you enjoy a Happy Easter
with your families!
NEXT Sunday, Apr. 3: Pancake Breakfast
Join us NEXT weekend for a pancake breakfast brought to
you by the Knights of Columbus.

Easter Vigil Reception Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who brought a dish to help us
celebrate on Saturday evening. Easter Blessings to all
those who helped make this such a wonderful evening.

Update Membership Information:
It’s time for us to update our database with any changes,
additions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR
family over the past year. If you have not already informed
the Church Office about the changes to your record, please
let us know now so that the information in the upcoming
Holy Spirit Catholic Church Guide Book & Directory is
correct. Contact the church at (972) 298-4971 or pick up a
form in the Narthex.

Outreach Ministry
Exercise Class: We will not meet Mar. 29 & 30 as the
Parish Office will be closed due to the Easter Holiday. Class
will resume on Monday, Apr. 4.
ESL Classes: We will not meet Mar. 29 as the Parish
Office will be closed due to the Easter Holiday. Classes will
start back on Thursday, Mar. 31.
.
The Bishop’s Pro-Life Dinner Raffle Tickets are
still available in the Narthex. The Grand Prize is
$15,000 in MasterCard gift cards. The winner
needs not be present to win! Tickets are only
$20.00.
Operation Rice Bowl: Thank you for
all of your generous contributions to this
effort! Your loving donations go to help
many needy people around the world.
Please turn in your Rice Bowl to the
Community Center by Tuesday, Apr.12.
In celebration of the Year of Mercy we have asked you
to help us by participating in our Acts of Mercy Project.
So far, you’ve told us that we have performed 24 Acts of
Mercy! We invite everyone to share acts of mercy
you’ve performed by writing it on a slip of paper and place in
the Acts of Mercy Box in the Narthex. No need to write your
name on the slips. We will count them each month and report here how many acts of kindness our parishioners are
doing for others and the Lord.

